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Abstract The first Chinese record of the common ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. was in 2002 in Guangdong
Province and since then this invasive weed has spread quickly throughout the Province. In order to slow its spread the
occurrence and distribution of ragweed and its insect predators were surveyed. The results show that ragweed is mainly
distributed in the Shaoguan and Qingyuan areas of northern Guangdong Fengkai in western Guangdong and the Meizhou
area of northeastern Guangdong. Two insect predators of ragweed were identified; Epiblema strenuana W. and Ophraella
communa L. Although E. strenuana has a wider distribution 0. communa is more effective in controlling ragweed. The
role of highways in assisting ragweed dispersion and the potential for insect predators to reduce its spread are discussed.
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Fig.1 Distribution area of A. antemisiifolia and its natural enemies in Guangdong Province
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Fig.2 The density of O. communa and its prevention and control index in Guangdong Province
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Table 1 The insect gall of E. strenuana and 2008) .
plant height branch number of ragweed (Williamson and

Harrison 2002 ; Flory and Clay 2006)

) (em) (D)
Branch 2004 ; 2007)
Place No. of Plant height ( )
number of
insect gall of ragweed q
ragwee
(ind.) (em) £ \ G106
(ind.) G106
Shaoguan 3.3 132.8 15.2 9048
Jiaoling 2.7 124.2 12.9
. S342 G323
Meixian 2.2 142. 4 14. 4
Fengkai 1.0 119. 4 11.4 > ;
Lechang 0.9 75.3 7.5 5266 o
Renhua 0.7 169.2 11.8
Nanxiong 0.7 154.2 11.7 . .
Dapu 0.7 136. 4 5.5 3.2
Xingning 0.5 160. 4 12.4
Ruyuan 0.3 108. 2 9.4
Pingyuan 0.3 152.5 11.7 N
Qujiang 0.2 129.0 7.6 (
Zhenjiang 0.1 161.1 15.9 2002 ; 2007) »
Shixing 0.0 185.6 15.0 ( 2005)
r
Correlati 0. 27 0. 31
orr(.a E:.l ion P=0.36 P=0.28 ( 2005;
coefficients
2007) »
2
3
3.1

84.1 99.2
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