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Biological characteristics of Pyralis farinalis Linnaeus—A newly reported
insect producing the “insect-tea”
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Region Guizhou University Guiyang 550025 China;
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Abstract This article provides the first description of Pyralis farinalis Linnaeus an insect which produces insect-tea in
the Chishui area of Guizhou Province. The morphological and biological characteristics of this species were investigated
both in the field and laboratory. The results show that P. farinalis has 3 generations per year in the Chishui area and the
old larva overwinter in a tunnel made of tea leaves and silk. The over-wintering generation was the longest about 200
days the adults of which emerged in late April. The first generation was the shortest about 60 days from early May to
early July. The second generation was longer than the first about 90 days from mid-July to late September.
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Fig.1 The life history of Pyralis farinalis
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Plate T Morphology of Pyralis farinalis
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1. Female; 2. Larva (newly-hatched) and egg (will-hatching) ; 3. Pupa; 4. Old larva lives in a tunnel which is spun by teas and

silk; 5. Insect-tea of Pyralis farinalis; 6. Pupa which is wrapped by excreta and silk; 7. Pupa(will-emerging).
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