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Bionomics of the butterfly Pseudozizeeria maha( Kollar)
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Abstract The life history and bionomics of Pseudozizeeria maha ( Kollar) were studied in both the field and the
laboratory. The host plant of this species is Oxalis corniculata L. This butterfly has five generations per year in Nanjing

China. It begins to overwinter as a pupa in a hole in the soil surface or on shrubs in late October. The adults emerge in
early May with the peak of emergence in mid-May. The eggs and larvae of the first generation emerge in mid-May.
Different developmental states are present at the same time but adults have a peak of emergence at the middle and end of
every month from June to October. The larvae have four instars; larvae of the 2" to 4" instars display myrmecophily ~are
migratory and display heat avoidance behaviors. The durations of the egg larval and pupal periods were 3 -4 22 -26
and 6 —7 days respectively under the same laboratory conditions.
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Table 1 Body length( mm) weight( g) and head capsule width( mm) of larvae of Pseudozizeeria maha
. 1 2 3 4
Stadium “. . " .
17 instar 2" instar 3" instar 4" instar
( mm) Body length( mm) 0.68 -2.00 1.38 -4.90 2.72 -7.58 4.58 -11.08
+ Mean + SE 1.42 £0.33 2.74 £0.77 5.00 £1.18 8.02 £1.50
(mm) Head capsule width( mm) 0.19 -0.30 0.34 -0.46 0.45-0.52 0.58 -0.98
+ Mean + SE 0.21 £0.05 0.37 £0.05 0.50 £0. 04 0.76 £0. 18
(g) Weight( g) 0.0004 —0.0005  0.0010 —0.0090  0.0010 —0.0315  0.0078 —0.0516
2.1.4 o

2.1.5
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Fig. 1 Life history of Pseudozizeeria maha( 2008 —2010 Nanjing)
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Plate I Bionomics of Pseudozizeeria maha

1 2. Egg 3.1 1st instars larva before out of eggs 4 5. 1 Ist instars larva 6. 2 2nd
instars larva 7. 3 3rd instars larva 8. 4 4th instars larva 9 ~13. Pupa 14 15. (2~3 ) Larva
(2nd ~3rd instars) 16 ~18. Myrmecophily behavior 19. Heat avoidance behavior
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