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Study on the biology of Cethosia cyane cyane
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Abstract This paper describes the morphology and biology of Cethosia cyane cyane (Drury) and describes methods for
the large-scale breeding of this butterfly. Good environmental conditions are the key to the success of large-scale breeding
of this species. Raising larvae is the most important step during which it is necessary to control larval population density.
C. cyane cyane (Drury) occurs year round in the Jingfengling region of Hainan Province. It has overlapping generations
requiring 30 — 34 days to produce a generation in winter and 21 — 30 days in summer. About 8 generations can be
produced in a year with 5 larval instars. C. cyane cyane (Drury) lays eggs in a cluster and larvae like to live together,
which makes it a relatively easy butterfly to breed on a large scale. Due to its colorful and graceful appearance, it is often
chosen for release in butterfly gardens and on celebratory occasions. Adenia cardiophylla ( Mast) Engl and Passiflora
Joetida L. are its host plants. Newly hatched larvae should be kept indoors until they pupate; the 1* —3™ instars should be
kept in moist boxes and the 4" —5" instars transferred to plastic flower discs so that they can pupate on the covers of the
discs. The discs with pupae are hung in an air-conditioned eclosion room at a temperature from 25°C to 28°C and sprayed
with water to achieve a humidity of 60% to 80% to ensure the normal growth and eclosion.
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Fig.1 The morphology of Cethosia cyane cyane at different period
a:bl Egg; b:4hHt Larva; c: U Cocoon; d:/#E{ L Male adult; e/ JE 32 Copulation; f:#f s H Female adult.
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