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Preliminary observations on the morphological characteristics
of Athelis lepigone
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Abstract  Athetis lepigone (Moschler) (Noctuidae, Lepidoptera) has in recent years become a serious pest of the corn
seedling stage. We here describe the morphology of all stages of this pest and compare male and female characteristics of
adults and pupae. The main characteristics of adults include mottled gray and brown forewings, usually with a black sword

stripe and light colored kidney-shaped spot. Full-grown larva are characterized by an inverted Chinese eight-shaped are on

the head parietalie, “V” stripes on the mid-dorsal line of each abdominal segment and two dark brown sub-dorsal bands

with a white edge.
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Plate I Morphological characteristics of Athelis lepigone
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1. i Sk fg3# Adult cephalothorax ; 2. ¥ Ht G ¥ 45 AF Adult forewing; 3. Fij & ¥ fik ({41 4L %) Forewing vein ( Eosin Y
staining) 5 4. J5 ik (P84 £4,) Hindwing vein ( Eosin Y staining) ; 5. il 2755 Adult tibia( a7 £ 277 Forefoot tibia; b
i 2 125 Mid-foot tibiaj c: Jii /2 JIE™5 Hindfoot tibia) ; 6. R HAEHA 4G (47 : 8 ) Adult abdomen (right; & ); 7. B Egg; 8. 1
#3401 1st instar larvae; 9. 24 L Mature larvae; 10. % i SLERETE WL Larval head front view; 11. %y Ht R HE41) K fisk £4
Larval ocellus and tentacle ; 12. &HME W (RS KITT L LW ITLL) Larval lateral view (show spiracle and spiracle
above linea , sub-linea ) ; 13. 2 B iE 75 EJE Larval dorsal verrucae; 14 . 4y di i JE i %4 Larval proleg crotchets; 15. %fj dUE A
Larval podical plate; 16. U ( #5mW, ] 1 W ) Pupae ( dorsal view, lateral view); 17. i Jg 1 A S (75 2B 5 FL Z5: 8 ) Pupae
venter ( show gonopore left; 8 ).
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