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Molecular cloning of the sesquiterpene synthase gene GhTPSI of
Gossypium hirsutum and its induction by the feeding

activity of cotton bollworm larvae
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Abstract Cotton plants attacked by herbivorous insects emit large amounts of characteristic volatile terpenoids that are
highly attractive to predatory insects and trigger specific behavioral reactions in these, such as detection and location of the
chemical source. Here, we identified a novel sesquiterpene synthase gene GhTPSI (GenBank accession no. JQ365627)
from leaves of Gossypium hirsutum cv. Zhongmianl2. GhTPSI encodes a protein comprised of 545 amino acid residues
with a calculated molecular mass of 63.3 ku and an isoelectric point of 5.92. Multiple sequence alignment revealed that
the deduced amino acid sequence has 34% —60% identity with the sesquiterpene synthases of other angiosperm species,
and shared the highest identity with that of ( —) - germacrene D synthase from Vitis vinifera. Phylogenetic analysis
clustered GRTPSI into the TPSa subfamily, which is predominantly comprised of angiosperm sesquiterpene synthase genes.
We used real4ime quantitative PCR to further investigate the temporal expression of GATPSI in G. hirsutum leaves
induced by the feeding activity of Helicoverpa armigera ( Hiibner) larvae. The results indicate that the GhTPSI
transcription level significantly increased after 24 hours of larval feeding activity.
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Table 1 Primers and probes

514 Primer J¥ %1 Primer sequence (5° —3")

FD RCTYCCAGAATACATGA

RD TCYYBRTTTATAWCYTTCCA

3F, GCAATCACATCTTTTGTTGGAATGGGAG
3F, CTCACACAAGTTTGAGCAAGAGAGAGGACA
SR, GCACAATGTCCTCTCTCTTGCTCAAACTTG
5R, AACGCAAGTAAGAACTGGAAATGGAGCC
ORFF TAAGCTTGCATGTCTTCCATGTCCAAC
ORFR GACTCGAGTCAAATCGGCACCG

TPS1F GCATTGAGCGTCCCCTTTC

TPSIR ACCTTGGCAAAGCCTTACGA

TPSIprobe CATTAGTCTCCCATGCCCGGAAACG
ACTAF GGAGCTGAGAGATTCCGTTGTC

ACT4R TGGATTCCAGCAGCTTCCA

ACT4probe AGAAGTCCTCTTCCAGCCATCTCTCATTGG
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Fig.1 PCR amplification of GhTPSI1
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product of the open reading frame.
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AATATCACAACAAGAAGATATCGTCTCATTTTTATAGTGTACTT TTCAAACT CAATTACTAGG TAGAGAAATGTCTTCCATGTCCAACGT
M 5 5 M 5 N V
CAATCGTCGCTCCGTTAACTATCATCCTAGTATTTGGGGTGATATTTTCCTTTCATGTCCCTCCAAAATGAAAATAGATACTGTAACTCG
N R R 5 VN Y H P S5 I WG D I F L S8 C P S K MK I D TV T R
ACAAGAATACGAAGAACTGAAACAAGAAATAACGAGGATGCTTATGGTGGCTCCTGATGGGTCGTCTCAAAAATACCGTTTAATTGCTAC
Q EY E EL K Q@ EI T RMIULMUV A PDGS S5 Q K Y R L I A T
AATAAAACGCTTAGGTGTGAGTTACCTTTTCGAAAAAGAGATAGAGGATGCT TTACAGACTGATTTCCATCACCATGGATACAAAGCTGA
I K R L G ¥V S Y L F EKETIEDATLQQTUDTFHHUHGY K A D
CCAAACTCTTGAGTATACGTCTCTTCAATTTCGATTGCT TAGAGAGAATGGT TTTAATGCTCAAGCTGAAATATT CAACAATT TCAAAGA
Q T L EY T s L @ F R L L R ENGT FNAOQQAETIVFNNTFKD
TGACAAAGGAAATTTCAAGATATCCTTAACAAGTGATGT CAAAGGCTTGCTAGAAT TATATGAAGCGAGTCATTTGCTTGTTCAT GGAGA
D K 6 N F K I s LT sSsS DV KGLIULETLYEASUHTILTULV H G E
GCATATACTAGAAGAAGCACTTGCTTTCACCACCACTCATCTAGAGCTTGCCCAAAGGATTGGCATTGAGCGTCCCCTTTCAGCATTAGT
H I L E EAL AF T TTHILETLA®QURTIGTIEUR/PIL S ALV
CTCCCATGCCCGGAAACGACCAATTCGTAAGGCTTTGCCAAGGT TAGAGGCAAGGCAGTTCATTTCCCTGTATCAAGAAGATGAT TCACA
S HA RKURU®PTIIRIEKAILW®PJRILEATRW®EQFTISILY Q@ EDD S H
TGACAAGACGTTATTGAAGTTCGCAAAGTTGGATTTCAACTTAT TACAAAATTTGCACAAGGAAGAACTAAGCAAGATCTCTAGGTGGTG
r K T1T>LLKFAIHKTILDTFNILILWGNILMHIEKEEILSIEKTS R W W
GAAAGATTTAGATTTTGCAACAAATCTACCTTTTGCACGAGATAGATTGGTTGAATGTTATTTTTGGATATTAGGAGTGTACTTTGAACC
K p L D F A TNUILUPFAURDIRTLV ECYF W I LGV Y F E P
CCAATACTCCTTTGCAAGAGAGATAATGACAAAAGCAATAGTCATGGCATCAACCATGGATGACATATATGATGTACATGGGACATATGA
QY S F AR E I M T KA IV MASTMDUD I Y DV HGT Y E
AGAACTTGAACTCTTTACAAATGCGATTGAGAGGTGGGATAGCAACTTTATTGATCGGCTCCCAGCATACATGAAAGT TTTCTACAAAGC
EL EL F TNATEW®RWDSNVFIUDRILUPAYMIEKV F Y K A
ACTCTTAGATCTTTATGAAGAAATGGAGAAAGTGATCGACCAAGCAAGGAAAATCATACAGAGT CCAATACGCAAAAGAAGCAATGAAACA
L L b LY EEMEILKVMTIKQGI KSYRVY Q@Y A KZEAMIEK Q
ATTATCTCAGGCTTATTTTATTGAGGCCAAATGGTACCATGAAAACTACGTACCCGATGGTAGAAGAGTACT TGAAAACTGCCTTAGTATC
L s @ A Y F I E A K WYHENYV PF MV EEYLKTATLV 5
TTCTGGCTACCCCATGGT TGCAATCACATCTTTTGTTGGAATGGGAGACGTCGT TACAGAAGAAACCT TCAATTGGGCATCTAACAACCC
5 ¢ Y PMV A I TS FV GGMGDV V TEETVFNWASNNP
TAAGATCGTAAGAGCTTCTTCGATGATTTCCCGTATTATGGATGATATCGTCTCACACAAGTT TGAGCAAGAGAGAGGACATTGTGCATC
K 1T VvV R A S S M IS RIMDUDTI VS HEKTFEQQEURKGHCA S
GGCGGTTGAATGCTACATGAAGCAACATGGAGT TTCAGAAGAAAAGGCATATGAAGAGT TAAAGAAGCTAATTGATTCTGCTTGGAAAGA
AV ECY M K Q H GV S EEKAYEETI LI KIEKT LTIDS A WK D
TATAAACCAGGAGTTGCTGTTTAAGCCAGCTAGGGCTCCATTTCCAGTTCTTACTTGCGTTCTCAATCTTGCGAGGGTTATGGATTTCCT
I NQ EL L F K PAURAPUVFUPVLTCWVULMNILAURUV MDTF L
TTACAAAGAAGGAGATGGTTATACACACGTCGGAAATGT TACAAAGGCTGGGATTACTTCACTGTTGATTGATCCGGTGCCGATTTGATG
Yy £x E ¢ D G Y T HV G NV T K A G I T S L L I D P V P I =*®
ACGAATTTTGGATTTGAGAAAGCTGACAAACTGGCCAACTCCTTTCCCTTTAGT CTACGATCCAGGGAATTTGCGGTTTGCAGCATGTGT
TTTTAAGCTGCTTTGTGATGGCTTTGTTATAGCTCAATCTGTTGTGTGCTTTGTGAGTTAGGTCTTTAGTCTCTTTGTGCTGTGATTCTG
TTTCTCAAATTTGTGTGGTTCATCTCGGCATGTTTGTGCCTATCATGTGGCGATATTAATGGTTTTAATAAGCGCTTATATCTAAATAAA
CACTTTTTAAGAAATTGGG

B 2 GhTPSI ZBRFIIRESHEERFT
Fig.2 Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequences of GhTPSI

JL R YN % (- ) -germacrene D synthase 35 %% ¢ & <0.05) .

3 i

2.2 1R BERIES GhTPSI FRiEES

FIFH Sz 9% 96 52 B PCR J7 EF9Y GRTPSI 15
RE % HL 3 08 &)y du 3% S M B AN [) B[] 5 % 5% 7K SF 11
Fima (B 5) . 45 F8oR, i # 4l dogs )4 bk
FHE3~8h (551 K), M4 Jr i GRTPSI i)
FaE G0 A E AN L B S, (H R
W&24h CGE2 RER) HEEBEEAS (P

5 0 45 R D AE Y R — R
REC= B FRRR AT A A EZEAMAN (Heil,
2008 ; Dicke, 2009) o V& N W 5% il 4 ¥ & 9 3 A
PRI AT LA 78 A58 3 dUER 0 B T BORn
S It O M P 3 DR RE T B AT R R R R
JBCHEE B R A b B B A R S R S (o I B AR o)
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TAS :

PviDS : WsvossGVLLAPSENLES PEVEHRC E 5YASEFTNTEOHLEQH F LLLEDAE0 1 s B DE ] KHHIDGSWS— .EEDIY
GaC'ly SQAEQVLASPHPAISS-ENRPEK. ICP--DTDIBAATELY 5 E BV LEF Q) Izl EDEBENIRREDTNNNOBDT DBy
vCPS : Bsv02sVVLLAPSKNLEPEVGRRC. 5| 2YASEFTNTRDHLEQ el LLLETARD HBE s BEOE VEKHMBDGSVVE- .121341
GhIPST: BSSMEN--——————-——— VRS 5 T Bl CPSKME-TRTVTROE T A SRR RLEATER SHL EDARCTDEHHHGY K- DT HE
WGDS : Be
GaCDS @ @R H
WCPS : BR
GhIPST

LOLYEASFLL

WGDS ¢ £ Dl HE FF. TEAHT | LEESE E| 183 i :
GaCDy : F LEHR EfCR TRF| 5L 57 AR DEET TR CHN O R E FRREC N
PvCPS £ il HE FL: T8yl LEElE BRG] E :
GhIPSI: F E| rfs TH| =FARE TEEVHE Y EREE N EEF i3 b ) H
xR DDxxD
DS : s EE 5 e il oV E LovooTBTH| ¥ 5 Tl TS| A rEERE orBeHv. :
GaCDS : EEMBOL E IRLVOSSILL THONYKETE BRER DN i 30 ﬂ C E HEREDD! :
PWCPS @ 8 EEMA 5 KHOV: E EQVOOIBTH i TR IFSE| W B EQKRGHV. :
GhTPST : EENEFET < QEE S R FOLS CfsFT HEN LET) FEVATE: OVl = B A s sills zRRRECERGHC. :

DDxxSxxxE
NDxxTxuxE

C

WGDS B-BeBerovfirrorfire PTA- R E FBavLEDE off : 557
Cral DN Iv '\IE:A‘{N FNEHEE 55! R ETE-H CRS E i3 o : 555
WCPS HeTHNEFNEQMRD. CHT PTA- R E T LEDE o@ : 557
GhIPST HI'U lem’v LERLEDS LEF KPAR. TC F ENEE VT Pl : 545

3 GhTPSI HEBEASEMEXMESHEBHEIRMEILR

TTA :
TAB :
¥YTE :

HVECDL E} E| R S IHF R} D) A HEOSETKHSSN- E 25 H ooy K @
DIEC K| E. = E MR D H AONTLELPTLHH=- BE (= T DLE (a
HVSCDL E| E F chl :4 D i HECSBTEY S 5N-| E Y HEE YD) L
AQART DE] T E i HL E “ HEE RIGCIEREESALES] F.P) i i EDD) T -

118
116
118
104

236
234
236
223

355
353
355
342

474
472
474
461

Fig.3 Comparison of the deduced amino acid sequence of GhTPSI with those of other sesquiterpene synthases

Ee Xt 341 F 5 A Ak 57 JE 5 conserved motifs are shown below the sequences.
VoGDS : Vitis vinifera germacrene D synthase (Q6Q3H3) ; GaCDS: Gossypium arboreum $-cadinene

synthase (CAA77191) ; VoCPS: Vitis vinifera B-caryophyllene synthase (AEP17005) .

18, 2010) o TPS J DXFE b 15 1% 5 ) 2640 5 1 2
KEEAER] . A RIE AR 2k A 1 e BUEE &
JREHE R FaNEST 1 400w 71 Ak fiE W 51 55 HUK AL
BRI 2% (Kappers et al. » 2005) o Schnee %5
(2006) W7 IR R 1k FOK WG I & i TPS10
DAL F 90 B T S 2 W T | A O 4R 5 1 M P 5 1 9K
il . Beale 25 (2006) i h e T (E) B%
JE N 5 B D 5 O L AE UL O R Rk R I
12 38 SR PR AN 0 R I R IF 1, 1T HL e 51 R
Sl g . H T, M AE TPS 3R T 5T Ak Tk
AW B

A ST e B T — AN AR AR A 2 A Rl DR
GhTPSI, "= W) 5 B % & R R W, GhTPSI R
DDxxD F1 (N,D) D(L,I,V) x (S, T) xxxE Z& 4 ¥k
G il R R 2 R 7 )% 41 (Roeder et al. s
2007 ; Degenhardt et al. , 2009) . H o & & KL%
P2 Y] DDxxD Fe Jy vy B2 OR ST 5 JL T~ 76 B AT 1R i 095 5
[/ L 1 R e | R I VI R T e S A
(Bohlmann et al. , 1998) . LQLYEASFLL %t 7 {4
SEVE RS AR, W B 7 2 6 (Bohlmann et al. ,
1999) o 53 4h, 7E DDxxD £ /7 EJiF 35 A~ Bk 12 At
AAAEDR ST 1 RxR L PP A7 fUAE R W 8 1AL ) 45
B R AT BH 1k 5 JE S5 T8 B R R OE 1R
RSB (Kopke et al. , 2010) o J7 51 LLX 23 47

ZF W GhTPSI 5146 ( +) -9-cadinene synthase /I
W% (9 wgermacrene D synthase — LR & (57%
~60%) o 2R KM R I, B GRTPSI 75 A 1)
23 AN TPS KN T AW KR, 5561 kT TPS %

22K KR iE — % (Bohlmann et al. , 1998;
Degenhardt et al., 2009; Nagegowda, 2010) .

GhTPSI JEI B Wl 5 KeL W) A5 ~F- ki 5 1l il 65 DR 4
(¥] TPSa M5 J5 5 5t W GRTPSI 52 % - 5 5 1 g
B AT TG AN 2 BRI TR o HL R 1% AR D 1 2
P K P il P v A5 B 2B IR ANIE T

H 4 digh dili £ 24 h J5 53 GhTPSI ik
2 B, U] Ak K 2 5 R AR R S 1 B A
Vo GhTPSI [ BAL MGG 1 R — HARMK,
RS 2 RERA W TE s, 5 00 A0k )t I fr
75 A 5 5 B A R DAL A 2 A B A R
(Arimura et al. , 2008) « CH MWL, TPS i
DRl B S 7K~ 2 08 0 T W o R 4 R ) TR TR
IEA#H5% (McConkey et al. , 2000; Dudareva et al. ,
2004 ; Tholl, 2006) o [A¥f, A &5 5 B8 GhTPSI
e SR KAV AR B M A T B B O R I
V0% 8 e A5 0 A R ) R TR A AT AL, X B A
WAE Tt s Bk 4 L o 25 RS R AR AR, AE 2R 2
KRB R A I 46 84 I (Loughrin er al.
1994) o 534k, GRTPSI ik AL Ja 45 2 KL
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99

IOOI
100

g

Vitis vinifera germacrene D syn

Gossypium hirsutum d-cadinene syn
Gossypium arboreum 8-cadinene syn
@ GhTPSI

Citrus junos p-farnesene syn Tpsa

Lycopersicon esculentum germacrene syn

97 Sj

Tl

Artemisis annus B-farnesene syn

Zingiber officinale germacrene D syn

Mentha X piperita B-farnesene syn

100

100

Arabidopsis thaliana linalool syn

r Antirrhinum majus myrcene syn Tps g

100

91

Pinus taeda o-pinene syn

99 | __
100 Picea sitchensis limonene syn

00— Paopulus trichocarpa kaurene syn
| Arabidopsis thaliana kaurene syn

1001 Antirrhimm majus B-ocimene syn
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Fig.4 Phylogenetic tree of GhTPS/ and other plant terpene synthase genes
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