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The different functional compartments of the honeybee brain

ZHAO HuiXia ZHENG Huo-Qing HU Fu-liang™
(College of Animal Sciences, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract The honeybee (Apis mellifera L.) is an important model organism for neurobiological research. Though the
brain volume of worker honeybees is no more than one cubic millimeter and contains less than one million neurones,
honeybees have rich behavioral repertoires including learning, memory and cognition. This mini-brain also uses different
brain compartments to perform complex behaviors. Here we review progress in research on honeybee brain form and

function to provide a reference for domestic entomological and neurobiological study.
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Fig. 1 Micrographs of honeybee brain paraffin sections
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A, B. frontal brain sections, X100, scale bar =50 mm, the cross—shaped arrow displays orientation:

dorsal-up and ventral-down. A. section at 170 mm deep; B. section at 340 mm deep;
C. enlarged view of box in B highlights the three substructure of mushroom body: lip, collar and basal ring;

D. enlarged view of box in A represents the fine structure of antennal lobe.

0 85 2 4 4 61— 6 OB T Clateral calyx A1 medial — 1994) o 5§ 45 4 f o4 1] 28 1 00528 40 ¥ T s 1< b 2
calyx) X 4573 UM (peduncle) FREH S y B04% 15 00 WEOMG I 90 A o 03Tt 15 2 2 A L 390
S /N (adobe T Bobe) 4Lk (Menzel et al. . vt [ 56 A1 i » 48 J5 & 1o 182 77 B o1 2 4. Bdobe



5 3] R R A W KR 0 X L T

* 1387~

N H medial lobe, ‘& '8 824 & 1) i o 28 ZE 145 T -
lobe X #R vertical lobe, T B b ) §7 {4 44 (Mobbs,
1982) .

A ) gt T PR TR P A M AT HE S
K25 170 000 4~ A Ak i 28 70 g 4 (Kenyon cells) ,
53 MRS 6 19 5 B 43 45 47 25 14 000 4~ Kenyon
cells (Griinewald, 1999; Fahrbach, 2006) . Kenyon
cells i H IO B 5T BEMOIR & » T A H 10 B AR i 2%
& 1 AR JF A8 IR B 4> 3C B i adobe A1 B-obe
(Kenyon, 1896; Rybak and Menzel, 1993) . ¥} %
WFFT O 28R W AR R e 1 8 s 1 1 5 R A% N A
T AR A/ i & A5 B B (9 38 7 ( Gronenberg,
2001) .

Mobbs (1982) f) #F 5% & B AR Gt AT LA 23 1 [+
ORI 3 A4 5 (lip) <4 (collar) 1L ER
(basal ring) (& 1:C) o v, J5 #5252 fil /1 15 K 1
WELBE A S T 40 4 52 A0 P A ok 1) A0 5 45 UL S i B )
e 52 WL L i 5 4 % M A B IR A N (Mobbs s
1984 ; 1986; Schrioter and Malun,
2000) . Strausfeld 25 (2000) FJ i £ ik % 9% % 0 )y
L UE W] e AT BLRI 7 BB A Y X s g B2 A5 A
LS A BRIy 4 Ao AU B AT TR X
AR /I T A AR B ) D) 23 o A9 A 1) A
o3 CIR] L Y32 23 ) S S AR R 3R AR R
(Mobbs, 1982) . a-obe W5 JH 75 I B A ¥ 4T B
o = N 11 I (N 7 NN TR 1B =35 B I = N
(Strausfeld et al. , 2000 ; Strausfeld, 2002) .
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LI B A V=LA O P RIS -2 /NI 1 P S 7 NP (|
Strausfeld (2002) ¥ Kenyon cells 43 A 5 k25 : classl
M classllo classl () 4% Ji 44 60 5% 76 58 A 8 LA SIS
Jas R B % o T T Y B T 1 22 ) R IR B
classT 41 Jig LW S22 1K) 3 JE 2 Ja1 412 B3t A% 58 T8 10U ~ 0
FUHEIR o BEAS 73 FF 1) il 58 38 3 A S5 31 adobe
AN 53 2 Lo classIT 40 G (1 #% J4 44 A7 T 5k A0 il
HEAT WML IR, K b R o T A BE TR A ik
ITCIR I o IF H > classIT 40 i % A B 52 25 B B4 5%
I3 A AE T A e 2 X Al % ) i A 4 4 2 ydobe

Gronenberg,

F (adobe [ 1/3) (Strausfeld, 2002) .
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SE K o ALK B 5 25 Bl AL 27 Ot 2 R RL A K
B AR I X v R A R A% B de 2T A B
Tt R BEAT £ 5 W0 BORR B 5% B o ) B g 2 A
T RAT I SE B S B A1 D RE DD AH % B
W N 28 g I B ki A R AR BURT g X AR
A0 Y 38K (Durst et al. , 1994) .
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R 2 5 0 A 3ot 0 A B BE A UL P O B i
EREPRE: 3 N L LR N BT N P e e 1)
75 b A2l g g 1) 3T i M OKCHE B 3 AN b 48 AT Y
[ #2752 (lamina) « #1 88 )5 )2 (medulla) 1
B Clobula) ([ 1:B) ik 4b i 47 400 25 14 /22 15 41
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BEIT 5 R/ w22 ) i P9 8 A A8 X (inner optic
chiasma) (Horridge and Meinertzhagen, 1970; Mota
et al. , 2011) .

R 7 2 A e e L SR R A R B ) T e
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A2 TR AR A0 28 70 R B 98 (LAibers) B 45 8R035
RIRE N AR E, T B BT IR B A A
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PR J2 2 R0 38 v 1R 5 1 A S DX T
AN ET Y 1R AN [R) K I 45 K < 2K 1 21 4 2 (1 A7
15 VA e Lfibers [ A [A] 73 32 28 B B0 IR 2 B 8
Hb 2y B A TN I ABC 3 )2 (Ribi, 1976) o %4>
J2 [R) It O AR AR T A T Tl g o il 4 2RI LAibers
AL T ST oy S K 4k KR . L1 a2 ABC 3 )z
Hh #SAH 4r  F) Ldfibers, 12 £ AB 2 243 37,13 |
fE B B4y 3, i 14 HUAE C 324y 3 (Ribi, 1976,
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i 1) 3 H 36 R T RAibers (Ribi, 1981) o 4, Ribi
(1984) & J 3 4 FiEk 7 W0 0 dmc A J2 AR . 5 1)
i Bh #h 4 (accessory fibers) IS N N
(garland—cell) .Y 7Y fifi 28 L IR #2800 = X 280
JIT A PR 28 TG 16 % 8 T A 1 A0 S A0 A8 S A5 B
A = ALHE T ) A B2 A ML 1A AR 3k W] RE R S
ISWras i Ry LR E LTINS

L1 L2 L3 L4

2 4 % LAibers THETETEAN S X
Fig. 2 Lateral processes of four types of L-fibers
in different lamina strata
WL a 2 A B C—AREN =W Z;
L1 ~ L4—4 2% Libers.

L, lamina; ABC, three srata of the external plexiform

layer of lamina; L1 — L4, four types of L{ibers.

MRS T e AL R g h S g e R
% (45 #) (Dyer et al. , 2011) o FL8E 5T 22 HR,
TR IO I 1] S5 P S R R R R 2T 4 R B — &R 4
IEVIRI P R oy B, RBUEK 6 J2. 954 2 2]
EAE e AR AR T S R Y N SR AR Y i
JGr AN (1 ~3 52) Rl (4 ~ 6 J2) (Ribi and
Scheel, 1981; Paulk et al. , 2009a) .

NG G R /NREESE N TR R EE R AR P
T R A I 1) PN SEE AR R R IR AT YE A R AU IE
PIRIAh e 7r B R 6 J= o MR A 2 A fl 2 2 4 1) HE 51
Femiol ~4 EHIHRANES ~6 JZ 130 A JZ (Ribi
and Scheel, 1981; Paulk et al. , 2008) .

1.3 LEEIK

S RRIN =R N VA T AR (g & vl 11 P
e BRI BN R R A S . B R
WA 4 3 70 41 1k T SE T 0 H AT o T
HE T TR J TV A 0 3k A4 DL R 30 5 )5 1K) 2 A BR
IR 45 (noduli) (Homberg, 2004) - 4 N\ ¥ 5B
AR B A 53 500 Bk A oo AR 1 bS8 R0 358 (Mildes

1988 ; Schiirmann et al. , 1989) o X o §if i My & BE
A0 E A A i o S LR N X R
(Ribi et al., 2008). f£ B W Drosophila
melanogaster 5 W8 Ht Schistocerca gregaria |- 1 W 5%
C 28RS 0 B A 1A 1K RS 4h 45 1 i Ji%i A7 ~
TE AR RS 3K A Py 8 0 40 21 4 AN 0 1 16 B, i o
A 8 By IXOHE AR A X, R 2 R AR
(Hanesch et al., 1989; Heinze and Homberg,
2008) - Schiirmann % (1989) X} % 4 W4T £ LR G
Pege R L0 B A R RO 1 8 )2 (H K
A0 H B AR IR .

T LA EKDIRE H AL E . i
ol R TS B R =SS & NS I R T
(Hormberg, 1985; Milde, 1988) , xJ & i (1 #F 5% i3k
— A UE S AR MR 3K A 2 i i D' TR R O B i
[X (Heinze and Homberg, 2009) o X} 5 i & il
Blaberus discoidalis ¢ Iif; Chorthippus biguttulus 2§
RTINS STV SRSk AN S A L e B i

( Strauss, 2002; Homberg, 2008 ). Wang %%
(2008b) i T 5L i (g v 0 52 A5 44 for B PN 5 4052 4]
JE B2 A0 5%

1.4 A7 Rx

00 i E B A o 2 M P R 8 s AR, O
R SE VI S ) o A N T G S - i
/NEK (protocerebral glomeruli) 41 %, AR 4 7 & AN [7]
AT FS AN S Sy 1 00 i 0 i 0 A
J5 W R AT AR 45 (Paulk et al. , 2009b) .

[ R A RN T T A Y e
B B e B BT S R e BROIR
(major unit, MU) , H [ii] 4% — 3 4 i 73 SO B ) 3
22 A~ 2R (MUDL Al MU-VL) « MU [ )5 il J5 38
H 2 NN E5H)—VLU (ventrolateral unit) F1 LU
(lateral unit) » HIR () VLU FE 5 MU-VL, ifi Bk &
) LU A7 F v () 48 JE Ak (Mota et al. , 2011) o 51
T I~ 000 7 f AR G A8 £ 22 A N IR B 0
(N LRV RPN DR R s R SR I - iy iR T
0> P 1) ) 7 I 2 S R e 000 i e R ) i
Jivi A2 2 Foft [ n 3 1e) e 2 TR RS R SRR B T i i
Jivi Hh A7 AE B 328 2 45 AR R AT 2 o R
SR 32 B i % 107 (Paulk et al. 5 2008) o
0 #4352 W20 ik P 88 0005 = 24 52 Al Ay P A% 2K 11
fb 245 B (Menzel, 2001 ; Kirschner et al. » 2006) o
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1 igi (deutocerebrum) J& 25 M4 K i 3% 32 firl /5 (1)
DXl AR 6 B R TR A A A R R L R R
"B~ i PR TR R SRR s A N A EL B 3 % T A
75— AE H (Homberg, 1984) o ‘& 403 i [ — %f
fi g RIS S5 T XN (10 AL B) .

fish £ A ) ) 2 MRS R RK S AE S R R D)
fie b # 25 Bh 3w 5L 3 4 1 e Bk (olfactory bulb)
(Galizia et al. , 2000; Kay and Stopfer, 2006) . fil
F S OIAR, T K 3R W) L AN R D BRI el
TCHAAR, W2 LA P 2 21 2 W, ph 22 A o 0 7 52
T AR JZE B BER 2 160 /> B JE « B3R 5 TE 1 /)
BR (glomeruli) , 7y & 1T #% 00 ) & A 43 IX ) (Arnold
et al. , 1985; Abel et al., 2001; Wang et al.,
2008a) (& 1:D) o Pyl fide ffy i oy — AOPRAE B4 1
%A (supraesophageal commissure) [ filt £ 4 4 5
ol A B 3% & (Ribi et al. , 2008) o A0 fil 7 |
2547 60 000 IR IR ph 28 T 1 il 5% 38 1 i Ay b 28 2F
N il £ 1 (Galizia and Menzel, 2000) o fili f # £2
E Nl Ff3 S 23 0 6 A 4% (T1 ~T6) , TL ~ T4 it
N ik £ P P9 AN [] DI A B TS JE T R AN i
T6 {£ 5 HS /N i Ak 73 J5 W9 52 73 3 BE N DK HIR B A AT
WA #2245 (Mobbs, 1982; Flanagan and Mercer,
1989b; Gascuel and Masson, 1991) o fil fg -4, /)
BRI AE B AR N B8 AR AN [ 20 1 4 A X T
DA T flh Sy RS RIS, AL R 2 70 AN B
T2 XA fa] s LA [ E 7 AN ERG T3 IXAL T
JEEHR, CLHE 72 ~ 82 AN/NER; T4 DAL T A0 4 [
EMW 7 A /N Bk (Flanagan and Mercer, 1989a;
Galizia et al. » 1999) o /NER 45 ¥ & W5 B ) 2
ATy RE FAL AN [R] F IR E A R AE b A A DAY
SE/INER IR I 2% 2 Ay 8 X 3K IA (1) (Joerges et al.
1997) »

B T AP A 1 fl £ 2 22, O Ak A N S AT
2514 700 A J& 35 4 a] # & 56 (local interneurons,
LNs) A1 800 AN 4% &f 4 £¢ JC (projection neurones,
PNs) 3L 7] B B 52 2% 1R AR 22 21 4 (Hammer, 1997) .
LNs (¥ 53 32 2y BRLTE ful £ b 1A O 5 sl o SRt o 22
JL€ LNs Al PNs (#1533 8 2% R ATk 3 5 10 PNs
V) Al 5 12 T ke A W52 NI v 2 HK (Hammer
and Menzel, 1995; Brandt et al. , 2005) .

THB AN R il A H B BRCRR BE A dE Bl b K

(Homberg et al., 1989; Kloppenburg, 1995) .
Maronde (1991) [¥I i 7T & B 5 38 /I8 2 fiot £ o 265
R I T 50 55 Ao 28 T ik £ 3 B0 ol 2 3T T) 80 59 1) DX 3
- TRINVETRS S Z MG RS NE D)
IR S

3 Rk

Jei ki (tritocerebrum) {37 F~ K Jili fg J5E 350 i oy » 5
055 408 508 /AN bk A0 00 i M > 100 S 7 b R e 2
Rl (suboesophageal ganglion) e srdE (K 1:B) .
S W AR AN B 35 5 A EH % /N i 2 s P ) i H 280
FIE AP 2 3% R A E &R BEAS DR B il 2
R 22 (226 95 4%, 2009) o fisi 38 o W 22
%2 (circumoesophageal connectives) 5 I | i 4
i (subesophageal ganglion) #f #% ( Ribi et al. ,
2008) o WA R AR R AL R | DA,
(PN RS (e R il i N Sl O T
(Kreissl et al. , 1994 ; Bicker, 1993) .

Ja it A B B g R, W RE S 5 1
ARV AL E K B A N 5 12 3 i (Scheiner
et al. » 2006) o BEAb, J5 AN A7 A5 B A2 Bl 4
A AT fh 2 oo 5, BT LAAT e 2 5 KK 32
#hir H (Paulk et al. , 2008)
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