° 716 ° Chinese Bulletin of Entomology 2007 44(5)

T ® EA#A Ke®

( 225009)

Bidogical characteristics of Amata sp. on the weed Cayratia japonica. WANG Yong, ZHOU Fu-Cai™, LU Zi-
Qiang(School of Horticulture and Plant Protection, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225009 China)

Abstract Cayratia japonica (Thunb. ) Gagn., a perennial despicable weed causes great damage to green hedge,

lawn and ornamental by dimbing onto them. Amata sp. is a monophagous insect feeding only on C. japonica. lis
matured larva ovewintered on the withered leaf or stem of plants by making cocoons, and pupated in the first ten days
to the middle ten days of May. The moth emergence peak was from the middle ten days to the last ten days of May.

A female laid 3 egg lunps on the average, each containing about 42 eggs. The stages of egg lava and pupa were
about 7~ 9 days 14~ 18 days and 10~ 14 days, respectively. It had four generations per year in Yangzhou east
China, but the fourth onewas incomplete. The preference order of Amata sp. to different organs of the host plant was
bloom™> leal> fuit. The results also showed that Amata sp. was an effective agent to contol C. japonica.
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