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Revealing the proliferation rate in insect organs by
BrdU antibody staining

ZHANG Xu-Bo SHEN Jie ™
( Department of Entomology, China Agricutural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract A synthetic nucleoside, Bromodeoxyuridine (5-bromo-2’'-deoxyuridine, BrdU), is commonly used to detect
proliferating cells in living tissues. This compound is an analogue of thymidine and is incorporated into newly synthesized
DNA of S phase cells by being substituted for thymidine during DNA replication. Immunohistochemical staining of BrdU is
then used to detect the incorporated BrdU and thereby reveal the actively replicating cells. This article introduces an
optimized BrdU protocol for detecting cell proliferation in small insect organs. Using this technique, we re-assessed the
role of a transcriptional repressor, Brinker, in the Dpp signaling pathway controlling growth regulation during wing disc
development. We found that, contrary to previous belief, Brinker is not a growth repressor in the wing pouch.

Key words insect developmental biology, Bromodeoxyuridine (BrdU) , proliferation, insect organs, wing, Brinker

5-bromo-2'-deoxyuridine ( BrdU) 4 (@ j&—Fh£;
T 24 P 396 5 3 23 %) D 5k, )z I T A A R
PRI Z G, BrdU, WS BR A 5 -1 4R DR W
WEAZ T, 2 — Tl e s W 1 25 AL, 1240 W] LA
a5 g J R E 4 T i AR S Y DNA 3
SGIBU N R0/ e A 1 IS I O T
(Lehner et al. ,2011) . BrdU — 78 41 it 4324 (1] 45
() S BIEATARIC , ZE X — 30, 15 200 i 14) Y £ S e
M, KA DNA 3 F43)8, BrdU Al LAFE X A
S9ITa] U e R P RE T 2 5 DNA & 1l (Kee et al.

2002) , 7SR A 2 X T B AR BrdU 43+
TR 22 | ol Y 0 1 200 A 28 R e (At R
WML AL A 4155 11 H3 ( Phospho-Histone 3, Ph3)
PR Y 0 S 75— b G 00 290 R 16 338 3 3ok R 14 T 2%
Y AR IC AN I 1A 22 53 54801, 34 B 359 400 i )
DNA IE7EE i, B R Ak (0 21 26 (4 Ph3 5 23k 31 100
U, FHPT Ph3 AT A R4 7 e e 9 e e £, Tl
DAAES 75 40 A 384 5K 38 ( Hooser et al. , 1998) , 5
BrdU ZL (A AH LY, Ph3 Y (O A X LU A 2R, 12
AIREAEL i o H R T A0 T 53 24 11 30T 0% 40 L o 1
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(1 EEAE R T I 53 2485 0 40 B, TR Brd U e 8 11
L Ph3 QL0 KRG £ REMS BT RSB A Al T/
DX I 74 B 8

PTAE K, Invitrogen 2y 7 4E 72 T — Fh 2501 F
BrdU 3k 7], 5-Ethynyl-2’-deoxyuridine ( EAU ) , ‘&
JE M1 BN F18 D E A S, RE B TE
200 e o A0 i R s B 2 A E AR 52 117 DNA
Sy 5 YRk o B 258 SN AT LA T TR
T ) 20 B G AG I ( Zeng et al. ,2010) , BRI T
SR/, T R A G 4 S5t nT 4 A DNA w0 41 i
TSR /N, AR 48 BrdU A ic 58 A 7 35 ok
{EJ2 BrdU Fiii g4 (L AF o — b 28 i i S e 4146 Fe
N, ZHU RN B E S ORI, BAR AR K (H
R, HRTC ) A2, J&—Fh BAR Y B
S B B/ NG B A0 M B R S R T B

W Drosophila melanogaster J&/ 3= i Bh22 M 5%
H 28 ST 20 B T el T 40y H 3 2 2 A AR G
a7 B, R (14 2 0 L) SR 25 S R AT 5 (9K
TRUEAE, 2010 XU TRITEAR, 2011 ) o ARSCRUR i
(RS 2 R 1), A 48— R A 19 BrdU B0 4K 4 4
i, AT A RRCR I B /N S8 B 0 i A R
AR FATE RIS T TR A R —
A R PR B9 JE D) brinker 7638 28 A2 K o B v
AR 20 S SR A . RIS Y K i R e T
B LUK 0T 5% 40 i 4 58 Y — 4> E AR
BRI B BB R Dpp M A5 538 B VR ¥ 40 i
HEFEALIE AR . Dpp #OA K2 — R A K AR
BT B ZE R PO R IR I 1) 32 2 9 A
K, T BT T KA 1% 2 e e J3E o . 45 1 3 2 4
B AR 5 ¥ — 59 A= K 3 K (Affolter and Basler,
2007) o Gn 3R 38 5o 2R 8 e ik TR AR 7 ) X s 4 o
Dpp 43 F ¥ i SUOHAF 5 A% 5336 77, 2 B ] X
WAy i A K ( Martin-Castellanos  and  Edgar,
2002), brinker j& Dpp [HEARIE N, BRI Z
Dpp {55 1% 515 J1 3], BRI 27 33 25 8 7 A
NS IX I FE3E (Jazwinska et al. ,1999) , B &—Fp
e S A A, SCERAR I , 5 T Dpp 145 41 i
SEFE Y AR A R 2 0% A DX S A0 A A A
FERZE PN X S8 i Dpp 53 T % AR 516 5
6, BT brinker FE B9 FRIE , DI SEELAE
VEYH i 48 58 () /F F ( Martin et al. , 2004 ; Schwank
et al. ,2008) ,
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1.1 SLBER

SRME 3 WA A L By AR R o R A XA R
GFP FI brinker 1) % & N %)y 4t (F 4 B! nub-Gal4
UAS-GFP UAS-GFP UAS-brinker) ; 7F ¥ #& X 3L 3£
ik P35 Fll brinker B9%5 R R 4 A ( FE I nub-Gal4
UAS-GFP UAS-P35 UAS-brinker)

1.2 SR

5-R-2-Wi & JR 7 ( BrdU ), AppliChem, 1% 5
A2139_0001, —%i./ME$t BrdU[2B1 ], MBL, %%
5 MI-11-3 ;% $i PH3, Sigma, 575 HO412, —¥i;
I ZEPT/NER DyLight549 , Agrisera, 535 AS09 640 ;
2470 % DyLight549, Agrisera, %5 AS09 643,
H AR : Schneider 4 ff13% 72 WK, pHT7. 4 1) PBS,
10% Triton ,37% W 012 , W9HRS .

1.3 XBHESSE

AT FE IS (R 25 5 7 BrdU 20 35 5%
W R IR VR, [BE TR AR, ik g A0 IR B
BRI
1.3.1 7E Schneider £ i $% 7% b XoF S 6 40 s 2F
Frfiis) . HEFEAE EAR N 30 mm Y 4H 1015 37 1L A fie
Wl LSRR I KR BRI A R ZE T
PRAFEE P | AR UE S 25 A SR 35 24 [ b % AF AR
PRz b AT R S0 2 Ui, fif il o i 2
R REPE,
1.3.2  FCifil & BredU M4 KT R, BT BrdU
FEAR B I i BE S i, BT DA SENS BrdU B K 3 T
80% MY RE H , ELEME AR ZS . AR T AR BrdU VH
FEVS W S A 2B o AR5 BrdU 5 H% 1: 100
(A ELBIIN A Schneider 401G FRRIT iR B 323 2F
1.3.3 ¥ 131 BHAPRRFRR/NOHE R )G
WHAIA 1.3, 2 LIRP R, FE25CAELE
TR 35 35 ML ECAE B2 DR b DA 38R 12 (40
remin "' ) o 5%55% 40 ~50 min,
1.3.4  HE ARS8 2 IR, SRS 5 PBS
e 1R, BIK S min,
1.3.5 KAHZURIEIES 4% FEERY PBS I it
171 % , B E] R 15 min,
1.3.6 HAHBEERLE]T 4% HF 0. 6% Triton [
PBS FEATEE 2 R E A, BRI 15 min,
1.3.7 TESH 0. 3% Triton [ PBS HHE4EYE 2 K,
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K 10 min, 7E5 A 0. 6% Triton B PBS H1%k 45
min, X — R TN LR EE

1.3.8 ¥ &4 0. 6% Triton (1) PBS H13. 2mol/L 14
RV LA 12 LU BIR G o 3 28 4 2 S R R 1
VST EAT IR AR , 0 R Y € T 2 b T AR HICIR A
B T 5 H AL B b BrdU HUR 454, MR 30
min

1.3.9 7ES4 0. 3% Triton 1 PBS HY% 3 W, &K
10 min, 7E PBT W H % 30 min,

1.3.10  7£ 0.5 mL ¥R P AT —PL Y A,
BrdU $iti&H PBT #i B, LLfik 1: 100, #5240
2EH 200 pL 1 BedU TR W0 28 BHE 12
L, CEE 4°C VKA /MR IR I R0t i, [l
W—Pt, I ELH PBT K41 4UE Uk 4 IR, SR 5 e+
IR _E#E 30 min,

1.3.11 7£0.5 mL 8RS P 3T —hi (e, —
Pl E4/N B DyLight549 Fil PBT Hi B, Lol 4y 1:
200, BRI E—2E IR, A B
Wt 1 h, Jead BRI T, ] PBT #4041
THUE 4 WA PERRIR L8 1 h, T VR R A AR
1.3.12 2 kA, BASE 28 A 1, Aok
AORF AR T, T — % 50% i H I, FAR 7t
PN ARt LY N A A
e R, FHAE HmE e B A

1.3.13 DI IR Brdu YA, X T Ph3 $iikye
(OB AR A L 0 TR A, PR s & T
ZHBR B — U Y B 2E G T R AR
W E RE 30 min, SRS PBT W UE 4 WK, e+
PR EFE 1 b, sk o] LA Pk g 6, 25 3R [R) 1. 3. 10
~1.3.12,

1.3.14 SR MEE DB ON, SOh R A
S AMG EVOS fl %¢ 6 2 il B A1 Leica TCS-SP2-
AOBS BOGIL R AR B it e

2 FRE5HMH

B 1 A BT %) B A B8 ZF 1 BrdU Y, 1]
DI A0 25 00 20 il 194 R R 8 — 1,
LR AULES BedU A 20 855 52 30 P 10 355 5 sk (i) 2
SRS, 75 W BrdU oK REAR 4F A9 2 A 41 L ) DNA
H FARRET S A AL PO A . APER 1.3.5 ~
L3.7 H THAES P EENERTRIE, 5572
T, T LAEE b 5 T TR B3 3% B X6 2H 8L AH B

AW 1. 3.8 AR TR A {0 5 R i, A T RA IR
A AREE ROZARGF EAR 1 A5 AR T
T AR U0 2 A% S 7840, DT R I 4% £ %) J o, D 2
W 2E B T R R R R AN 08 78 4y, S EUPLIAR R BE
RAFHbESE A o B, Ko XA P g,
Ph3 Je e L RR T, D) Rl 5, (25 BrdU 4
AHLL, B R MRZ . R BrdU 3% 6558 ARG
HOPPAGAH A A B R, (AR A2, BrdU B
A, T LA B BRI /N B 1R S
£, B 1IEAR ISP BrdU #5A At

100 pm

E1 EFAERMZ BrdU 8
Fig.1 Good BrdU staining in wild

type wing imaginal disc

100 pm

B2 FEKWEEFERMNF
Fig.2 Bad BrdU staining in wild type

wing imaginal disc

0T B R e 2 A AR R PR LB, AT



5 FRARDE AT : BrdU SR (O B I Lt 2% 5 A 40 434 4

- 1477 -

100 pm
—

B3 EFARETER Ph3 B
Fig.3 PH3 antibody staining in wild type

wing imaginal disc

ST SCHER I A% L SE g, R R X R GA
brinker FE , B8 1 BrdU $ A bric If #6828
MG R e SOk — R 7R X
FIRT brinker B, @1 BrdU 2R, FHH| 7iZIX
B BrdU 8 ¢ 6 7E GFP 38 35 X 48 55 (1]
4)  ULHH 20 I A G P R R T X s b
S5 SR SCHR P A R E 58 4 — 3, (2 RTS8
B, R F3k brinker 22403 Dpp {5 51 S5 17,
NG 4B T, 3R A BrdU #2850 4% 55
SEAA A RESEH T RS T sy, AT

100 pm
—

4 #tF3X GFP( %) #0 brinker
EFEMBZFH BrdU 8 (4)
Fig.4 BrdU staining (red) in wing disc

co-expressed GFP ( green) and brinker

TSN M A T AR IC Y, S S B Caspase-3
Prikgeta kA K A8 T & AR AE GFP E
FARIXE(E5) o X — MBS T IRATIIMEE

R T HE— 2 f# B¢ Brinker A0 ) 20 38 48 1Y
A FH 2 A0 M08 1 1 R, FRATT L R 3R T Ak
M T AOFT ARG 5 P35 (Danon et al. ,2004 ) %k
W i BrdU #0K, F 2 7% X BrdU 4
PEFICTE GFP LR IR X% A A8 55 (K 6) , 15
T UL E T )5, Brinker AN 8 190 44 32 2 41 A 119 184
B, BT i—50E, it PH3 ik, o [F ke
s T3 S4A0 L AE GFP 38 3k IX S 1% A o 2>
(7)o PR, AN TE SR b 4 38 1 52 30 A 6%
%, FATIN A Dpp B8 bR 5 DY, &% S 4 il X
brinker KEPR| | 71 38 40 DX I8 1) S (o7 e 3R A 2t EHLAE
il AL B, i DR T A A T

100 pm
—

5 LRIk GFP( %) #0 brinker
EEHBZEH Caspase-3 8 (1)
Fig.5 Caspase-3 staining( red)in wing

disc co-expressed GFP (green) and brinker

3 itig

AR T AR /NG E ARSI 20 4 5 1Y)
BrdU Fric A6 T7 7k, SR X —Jy ik, n o 42
SCHR A AR 0o S 56 368 2o B A 240 1 52 3 15 AU
5%, RILT Brinker 714 X 35k 1) 5303 22 35 N g
e A pa g ag , w HOR g R T E AR T,
X —45 B 0 DPP-Brinker {7551 [ 18 145 3 26 2
MIA R AL L ARTA R I SE NG 2%, AR &
R —LES20 SR Dpp f7 516 S 16 I 7EZF 1M



-1478 -

W B 244 Chinese Journal of Applied Entomology 50 &

100 pm
—

B 6 FKiE GFP(4k) P35 Fl brinker
ERKBFH BrdU (L)
Fig.6 BrdU staining (red) in wing disc
co-expressed GFP ( green) ,P35,and brinker

100 pm
—

7 #HFiE GFP(4).P35 M
brinker EEHIAZFH) PH3 L& (41)
Fig.7 PH3 staining (red)in wing disc
co-expressed GFP (green) ,P35,and brinker

0 DX Il 552 A7 2 2 M 346 L, (L2 A 3l 23 ] DI
HAE ML BAR AT RESE 2 AN W), WEFER W], Dpp
PEAVEAE R MR Z 2R 0 ([E1F R ZE IR A R G
MBI FEK — [R) A ; Dpp A # 5 2 X 75583 28 1 A [A)
DX 77 LA [R] 69 75 2l A K 2
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