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A parallel equivalent electrocircuit model of the
electroantennogram signals of male Bombyx mori
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(Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China)

Abstract [Objectives] To provide a technical basis for revealing the mechanism of olfactory reception, and chemoreceptive
behavior in general, in insects. [Methods] Electroantennogram (EAG) signals of male Bombyx mori were measured after a
portion of the antenna had been cut off and a parallel equivalent electrocircuit model of the resultant variations in EAG output
were constructed. Correlations between actual EAG signals and the simulated circuit elements were analyzed. [Results] As
long as 10 branches remained in the center of the antenna there was no significant difference in EAG amplitudes compared to
an intact antenna. However, removal of additional elements of the antenna significantly decreased EAG amplitudes. Noise
levels tended to increase, and SNR to decrease, as the number of antenna branches decreased. EAG amplitudes decreased in a
linear fashion, as the number of branches on the center of the antenna decreased below 10. Removal of the top portion of the
antenna trunk caused the EAG amplitude to increase and the noise level to decrease, thereby enhancing SNR. Removal of a
basal portion of the antenna trunk caused EAG amplitude to decrease and the noise level to increase, thereby reducing SNR. A
parallel equivalent electrocircuit model of EAG output, based on the impedance of the antenna trunk and branches, was
constructed, that simulated the experimental results. [Conclusion] The impedance of the antenna trunk and branches have a
great influence on the strength of the EAG signal. With some modifications, the parallel equivalent electrocircuit model
developed in this study should be applicable to the experimental analysis of the EAG output of other insects.
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Relative values

Treatments
Amplitudes  Noise levels SNRs
0.57+0.15**  1.09+0.46 0.58+0.35*
0.71+0.26* 1.47+0.86 0.60+0.30*
1.07+0.34 1.98+0.48**  0.55+0.18**
0.46+0.20**  1.87+0.78**  0.28+0.20**
0.28+0.15%*  1.9240.63**  0.15+0.08**
0.17+£0.08**  2.16+£0.51**  0.08+0.04**
0.09+0.05**  1.96+0.41**  0.05+0.04**
=+
“exEZ> P<0.01 ==*=~
P<0.05 P>0.05

-
Data in the table are mean +SD, compared with the controls
() in the same column , “**” indicates extremely
significant difference at 0.01 level (P<0.01) , “*” indicates
significant difference at 0.05 level (P<0.05), while
unmarked data indicates no significant difference (P >0.05)

by Paired-sample ¢ test.
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Table 2 Relative values of EAG amplitudes, noise
levels and SNR after some antenna branches and
flagellum segments were cut off

Relative values

Treatments
Amplitudes  Noise levels SNRs
0.90+0.41b  1.2+0.78a 1.07+0.89b
2.15+£0.69a  0.62+0.29b  4.11+2.00a
0.91+£0.75b  0.98+0.06a  0.92+0.75b
=+
P<0.05
P>0.05 t-

Data in the table are mean £SD, and followed by different
small letters in the same column indicates significant
difference at 0.05 level (P<0.05), while followed by same
letters in the same column indicates no significant
difference (P>0.05) by Paired-sample  test.

P<0.05 SNR P<0.05
2
EAG P<0.05
P<0.05 P<0.05
EAG SNR
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