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Phototaxis of adult Cryptolestes ferrugineus (Stephens)
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Abstract [Objectives] To verify the feasibility of light trapping as a means of controlling Cryptolestes ferrugineus
(Stephens). [Methods] The phototaxis of C. ferrugineus adults was tested with different lights under laboratory conditions.
[Results] C. ferrugineus adults showed positive phototaxis to all lights tested. Among the visible lights tested, that with a
main wavelength of 575 nm elicited the highest phototaxic response, followed by those with main wavelengths of 430, 495,
620, 530 and 450 nm. Among the ultraviolet lights tested, that with a main wavelength of 385 nm elicited the highest
phototaxic response, followed by those with main wavelengths of 365, 375 and 395 nm. Phototaxis in one to 10 day old beetles
initially increased, stabilized, and then declined to some extent with age. Females exhibited stronger phototaxis than males. In
addition, mating status had a significant effect on the phototaxis of both males and females; phototaxis in males was
significantly inhibited by mating but mated females showed stronger phototaxis than virgin females. Short-term starvation and
prior experience of the same light source did not influence phototaxis. [Conclusion] Preference of adult C. ferrugineus for
specific light wavelengths confirms the feasibility of light trapping as a means of controlling this pest.
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Fig. 1 Phototaxis indexes of Cryptolestes ferrugineus adults under different lights

Tukey P>0.05

Histograms marked with the same letters are not significantly different by Tukey test (P>0.05).
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Fig. 2 Phototaxis indexes of male and female adults of
Cryptolestes ferrugineus under different lights 4
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Table 1 Phototaxis indexes of 1-10-day-old adults of Cryptolestes ferrugineus under different lights

nm Main wavelength of the light

Ages d

385

395 430 495 575 620
1 0.109+0.010cA  0.109+0.010dA  0.114£0.010cA  0.106+0.006cA  0.121+0.008cA  0.096+0.016cA
4 0.614+0.011aA  0.422+0.018aD  0.409+0.009aD  0.437+0.018aD  0.561+0.014aB  0.495+0.0.10aC
7 0.590+0.006aA  0.358+0.015bC  0.400+0.011aC  0.413+£0.012bC  0.560+0.007aA  0.471+0.012abB
10 0.506+0.032bA  0.304+0.020cC  0.397+0.010bB  0.382+0.003bB  0.467+0.017bA  0.454+0.015bA
+
Tukey P>0.05

Data in the table are mean+SE, and followed by the same lowercase letters in the same column or followed by the same

capital letters in the same row are not significantly different by Tukey test for multiple comparisons and two-way analysis of
variance (P>0.05).
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Table 2 Phototaxis indexes of Cryptolestes ferrugineus adults in different mating statuses under different lights

nm Main wavelength of the light

385

395

430

495

575

620

0.470+0.021b
0.573+0.022a
0.623+0.026a
0.443+0.019b

0.413+0.012a
0.433+0.009a
0.363+0.012a
0.333+0.009a

0.417+0.009a
0.427+0.015a
0.453+0.012a
0.397+0.012a

0.407+0.009a
0.467+0.017a
0.497+0.015a
0.410+0.015b

0.500+0.021b
0.587+0.023a
0.540+0.015a
0.480+0.012a

0.467+0.020b
0.540+0.021a
0.490+0.021a
0.433+0.009a

Sex  Mating status
Virgin
Female Mated
Virgin
Male Mated
+

Student’s ¢ P<0.05

Data in the table are mean+SE, and followed by different letters in the same column for the same gender are significantly

different by Student’s # test (P<0.05).

5 ) e, @ MR Starved
E e o XFHEZH Collltzol EyL_I_ P
% 04]7 1197 |
g [ ) T i i
f nin
02 /f;’a < :;* ;;5:
5 A ||
2 10 A || 7
0L | L B2 | | B | B
385 395 430 495 575 620

FPHK (nm) Main wavelength

3 AEEFRTENEAIE 3 dFEFR
BB BRRIHESIEE

Fig. 3 Phototaxis indexes of Cryptolestes ferrugineus

adults starved 3 d under different lights
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Fig. 4 Phototaxis indexes of Cryptolestes ferrugineus

adults with light experiences under different lights
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