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An introduction to pinned specimen prepar ation of
Hymenopteran insects

WU Qiong vanAchterberg C. CHEN Xue-Xin~

(State Key Laboratory of Rice Biology and Ministry of Agriculture Key Laboratory of Molecular Biology of Crop Pathogens and
Insects, Institute of Insect Sciences, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract Hymenopterais a speciose group of insects. This paper introduces how to properly prepare the pinned specimens of
Hymenopteran insects, including the process and details of cleaning and positioning, proper use of a pinning block or and

glues, and proper labelling.
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Tablel Gluetypeand features
Gluetype Solvent Hold Features
Shellac gel Slow drying
Ethanol, ethyl acetate Excellent holding power Best for small insects
PVA Medium drying
polyvinyl ccetate Ethanol, sopropanol, benzene Excellent holding power Strong stickiness

Wood glue Water Good holding power Medium drying

Choose formaldehyde
and phenol free products

Water Weak stickiness Readily available
White glue Medium drying
Bad for small insects
Becomes insoluble
Acetone Good holding power Fast drying
Nail polish Bad for small insects
Becomes insoluble
75% 45°
95% 95% 45°
60 1
3 PVA
2
PVA
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332 #MAKN 2
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1 MBEEKFEHMEARX (A Heraty etal., 2006)
Fig. 1 Positioning card mounts (redraw according to Heraty et al., 2006)

2 ZAKFHMAR (RAEMMTEE Heraty et al., 2006)
Fig. 2 Positioning point mounts (two sketches on the right redraw according to Heraty et al., 2006)
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Fig.3 Specimen mounted with microvial
containing genitalia
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Fig. 4 Placingthelabels
A B. 2 C. 2

A. Proper labeling of derect pinning; B. Proper labeling of card mounts; C. Proper |abeling of pointmounts.
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