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Research on Chinese cordyceps during the past 70 years in China
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Abstract Chinese cordyceps is a traditional and valuable bioresource with tonic food value. The history of its research and
development reflects the whole process from laboratory to industry. Its successful artificial cultivation at low altitude was a
breakthrough for the modernization of a traditional bioresource, and a milestone for science and industry. The present paper
summarizes progress in research on, and development of, Chinese cordyceps over the past 70 years, including current issues
and future prospects, Thitarodes/Hepialus insect hosts, caterpillar fungus, chemical constituents and bioactivities, and food
safety, in China.
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Fig. 3 Stromatal induction from the mummified Thitarodes xiaojinensislarvae after
Ophiocordyceps sinensis infection in the laboratory

A. B. ‘Y
C-D. E-F.
A. Mummified larvae coated with hyphae (black arrow); B. ‘Y-typed’ mummitfied larval head filled with hyphae;
C-D. Stromal formation from the head; E-F. Fruiting bodies developed from the mummified larvae.
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