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Insect gut microbiota research: Progress and applications
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Abstract The unique structure and physicochemical properties of insect intestines provide suitable conditions for
colonization by various microorganisms, the community composition of which is closely related to the growth, development,
metabolism, reproduction and other life activities, of their insect hosts. Insects have an abundant and diverse gut microflora.
The relatively stable symbiotic relationships between insects and their gut microflora play an extremely important role in the
insect life cycle. Gut microbiota not only provide important nutrients for their insect hosts but also assist in the digestion of
food, immune defense and detoxification. They also affect the life span, development, mating and reproductive capacity of
insects. Insect gut microbes can potentially be utilized in many fields, including agriculture, ecology, medicine, energy and
environmental protection. This paper reviews recent progress in research on insect gut microbiota, including its diversity,
function, factors that affect it and its potential utilization.
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FHECAE R, DA 3 B8 A Qi i A B 2 4
Mo, BE 3 RE:, —aAEAA 1 Xl 2 X A7 rE A FE 52 ( Engel and Moran, 2013 ),
A3 XY R B EY R R T EIE AL
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TR, 51— A A Y AR AT B T
X (R AL 0 i LA B RS B8 D75 B E SR
B, AN A fE A AF E AT ( Fraune and
Bosch, 2010 ), FHEEY—H, HBEHAEYTE
W E B A mTE S R P A T EEEN: B
BB HUE e EY) . PR EZE A E RN e
TR AR s ER AR EG U RET
S s2mtE EACH S B AE /1% ( Graber and
Breznak, 2004; Watanabe and Tokuda, 2010;
Storelli et al., 2011; Kikuchi et al., 2012 ), iX
B A B B AR O s T 18 - UE R T
FFRERR, RANAERIOLTWAEES,
B0 W07 A 32 1A N e Bl R S A 7E (R R T LA
Kegg X AT IE N AR RE 1 ( Matos and
Leulier, 2014 ),

B 5 A B R 6 T A A N 1 T
fELE, — AT 3 A FEXIR: f§in. +
A5 (Engel and Moran, 2013 ), ISR R
RERME BB = 22 n) ORI, 1647 A
ol i S A A 1, AR T 1 DR S R A AT

( Douglas, 2018 ), AT ATERSNZBLES B i
AN T B R % o Ko B U g i g
AR BARE T ARSI WL, (BB T E A A
PER B & LA R S v, X PP T A A B I 25 A i
KEBEAR T WF IR A P b xof o8 KR % S
5 FRRRG R Zeb . M2, DLEAHE L% Drosophila
melanogaster MCERAE R, WHLFLHE, &
3 F RIS ] AR AR N, (R R AR T Dy
B R G Yy ) R BRARBE Y | S AE LA
I eh Bl DL SEPRAY ( Trinder et al., 2017 ; Martino
etal., 2018 ),

AR, B B A Y o AT SR i
Mo BEE P EAR AW T, (15354 Y 6es
BN RIS, DL M A 5 R B HE
SIS o N O |V B i N NI R T
W, IR T AR N S AR SR R
BRI (Douglas, 2015 ), A SCHLE B iE
A2 L ThBe AN 52 iz 18 TR P R A TR
R, DU HRT S o i T aR R, R R
W E A Y R BB T R .

1 EHRBHER SN REHE

BAHA . WO HE A D RE Y B U738 &
ES B AT 8 T 197/ I B 7 S| 77 R e = 1
WG IR TAMNRE , N EE R LT Bokd i
R E, MRS bR AT, TEmE R R
Wiy . Wi ELAEM . B, R I BEA R
Flnae Ay rEgE, TG (T
HI S AL RN ) JEM 3] 5 )5 I 2 FUAL , 2B
HOE AR ) SRR A7, A IR T N IRJE 4 .
g b K 20 B3 A ARG 22 W T B, )R
R RO R CNCT DR L8 S/ % AN /=R o G sk
WA 5 S B A A R T, RIS fe i Ny
T EFY WG A R SR . B HE 2%
H—SREM TP EBZEFAL . T Im A
BB S BRI R I W (A4 [l iz
EH ), CIEIUE sk Ll A IR
LR REE Y S48t MG B, 555 PR
W W 7K 43 DA HURb B B CHE 3 484 ( Engel and
Moran, 2013) . B HU7IiBES5H 2 2t =52
T I T 20 ) DGR R 2R 2 — o — T 5 1
SERTTE, NARUZEYI TR TR mia s
FABRT S Z% , DT B A i 1 P45 1 22 A8 1T S 3
A AR R S B

S R 7/ RN B EN NS &
RUT 22 (1) DRI hERNRSR . BAR
IRAIHEER , S WLPA % 21 Sk AR IARE 4 BUA 1Y)
WA, IR, WA AR RN
Y 2RI B %, HLOERESE . 5
MEE BT J5 s i gl AR AT, o 200
AR AR e . (2) DUEAR &R
B sl wE A NUABRRRETE , WEERJLT Bk
Kok, HLUEREY; T L 2-6 4~
HEE, BRY REWIHL . RIS, b bl
WOK 3 DG HAME TR ARG B
J& W JUF- ] LA TRT i 4 8 7K 43 i AR 1 de b
( Chapman, 1998; Engel and Moran, 2013) .

WZRBANBELEFIESKE G, B
SEMERREREYEETERZM, XK
SR B U7 TR A MR TR A5 R R ZH o B IRTE
KB RGP 20 K, B K i AN
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1 Rl AL 2 i 7, DN A5: B0 25 3 i = 4
BEVE KBS ( Engel and Moran, 2013) . A
W5 R B, ARSI A B S P 1 g 3 4 7L
TS24 (Moll et al., 2001) , fHAZFERE
1 s T A E T BT R X AT RBE TR E
B A i i B BR S 454 , XG5 REE IR AR o1
WiBE AR L IE R AR AR . YREE
BRI BB A S R AW B, TR 4 i 18
AP B AL T AR XS AR E B 3R ( Engel and
Moran, 2013) .

MM, B AU B R A2 7E pH
AR ESIEEZES, XTI S
B R, B R R AR T
iE ¥ 8% ( Matos and Leulier, 2014 ), filfn, S
Hhig R, P pH<3 ( Shanbhag and Tripathi,
2009 ), X XF T B AR i e EL A B AR

(Linetal., 2015), #F5RM, HAT H HME
PRI IR AL B R 2 L V-ATPase FE [ @%,
SREER pH LI FI 8 A PR B S

(Overend et al., 2016), XEWE RIAHIEER
PR T AT R s i A W fe v, i
T A ) e B . B B8 PR M 58 22
SR ™ DR AR ) AR A X S A A R B A
PEFEE , X2 O[] B Al 8 U Al A

HERESWENZ —, —BmiE T fEfEE 21

AT R Z AR R R A, X B AT

AR B R ) i B AR 6 AR E Y AR ) B T
( Johnson and Barbehenn, 2000 ).

2 RHAMEREMRIER RS

WHYFEE | SN2, gty iz, &
N PR AR RE A, R g B R MR TR LA
PR RN B ) 7K 7 A R 2 R R RN 2R R 2 A
( Pernice et al., 2014 ), B HJGEREYI ALK
FVECE 27 31 FL U S M IO PR B 25 1 R U fe g
IR A= 22 8] A AH AR DA S A 4B AL 2504
o BARBIEMAY FEARE AR . Al . E&
WA A )55 Gl R R B 2 AR B W
e, Bl L # ( Proteobacteria ). J&BE [H
( Firmicutes ). JiZk #i ( Actinomycetes ). B2 JigiA
( Spirochetes ). #IFT# ( Bacteroidetes) LA K3k
B ( Verrucomicrobia) %5, ARk Ry E
ARV RRFAL LR 1, B, H A R BDOR
JREF 4 B0 R AUmIE N E A AN FRR
AR AL, AP ORI 2 B PR R
HNIBEAEZ P 2R R A, XS
AEAFRIRESEA 6T R AU 2 B9 1%4% (Hongoh,
2010 ),

#1 REABEIMEEREMEVRS

Table 1 The main gut microbiota of insect hosts

i £ R H Insect RAH JV T A 0 ) 2 B 2 2% 3k
host species Insect orders Main components of gut microbiota References
b g S U H % BEFTF )8 Gluconobacter, M2 7 )& Acetobacter, Z5[fi#F )& Beharetal.,

Ceratitis capitata Diptera

Campylobacter, B 245 )% Pseudomonas, 70 i@ Serratia, yigs 2010

{1 )& Klebsiella, H#EH & Comomonas %

JERET ] Firmicutes, 22 W | ] Proteobacteria, f8lFF 7 | ] Bacteroidetes,
WEAMH ] Cyanobacteria, ATl Fusobacteria, £¢Z5 [ ] Chloroflexi, 2016

Lietal.,

] 1] Euryarchaeota, #F1 B[] Thaumarchaeota %5

KA 0 H
Bombyx mori L.  Lepidoptera
R A H
Reticulitermes Blattodea
speratus

BEARHE Apis [E#H
mellifera

1Eghar W HE
Dastarcus Coleoptera

helophoroides

Wi¥TF i )& Enterobacter, ¥ fRAT )& Citrobacter, BiiiNE &
Desulfovibrio, LI /& Bacteroides, #{RZEMIFF /& Clostridium 4§ Kudo, 1996

Ohkuma and

JNEJE Vibrio, ¥4 %I )E Sphingomonas, f# 3k & Micrococcus, Ma et al.,
Hymenoptera #&IRAT# /& Corynebacterium, FLHT 5 & Lactobacillus % 2019

Bk #i )8 Enterococcus, {41 #i/& Bacillus, £F4E5KE & Cellvibrio, Zhangetal.,
i 7# )& Caulobacter, #ij#j5R1# )& Saphylococcus, HRIEH & 2014
Pectobacterium, #4115 J& Enterobacter %5
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MR B 2B ) B R T 2 i s e DA S s =
im N, AT D REY o 325, JFH 3 2%
PR EHER : (1) BomtE: a2 4EFA
Fy(2) A XEEAEATTHEZm; (3)
HEM. PIEE A (Douglas, 2007 ), BRr/D
BUmE A FRR I B L, R i S K 2%k
FICE I 2 5 1m 32 00 AR BT 51 Wi s
FRE L, R E AR ERE, 7T
KB A5 BA A AN B TR A o W TR e
J 38 A 2 R R B, G B o A A A
FoRFIRHE, HEFEE RN ZE E]
PEASATT AR 1L s J5 3 TEAE £ 1 AR R I [R] 45
R, BEEWREHERRSL, W Z) 52 BN
BE 50

3 RHEBEMEMRITHEE

B i A ) 5 H s 3 2 A B S AN ]
SHINRER, KR A RERE AR AL, B
BN 738 B R A S 5 I G R, R R
TEZ 7D A F A5, H 3= 2D ReEH an &l
1 s o ALz 38 TR A nT DA o8 o i e LA ik
AR YR e EERALE IR L il Wi
AT A R SO Y R R RGOk IR E
T E e ts F 2 e . 0w . A A Dl
KB F ; WEEMIE S5 T 16 FHRAN K511k
H YA BURIMNEYE A B AL LA R B
J 3 5 B S A: W R AR O B MR i 2R bR A
% (Douglas, 2015 ),

V5 2 B i 1 T2 3 3 e A U S 1Y
B R LS R E IR0 AR BN B A 1Y
R, XEEFRRAUNEM A S, BiE0T
FIER . K B 4R ZAS WA, A2
() R SRR P A 5 R 22 50 AR 11 38 o
0 LA b £ 1) B HU 38 45 48 A ARt
TH L[], HAEHF Odontotaenius digunctus
SR N BT R, HOHAE ] 40k 4 4
FEI Sy, BRSO A  E
%, T S5 R RE T AR AR B TR A 4
R0, OF B Ref i L A — I om i = B FR )
RESWEEH AL (Ceja-Navarro et al., 2019 ),

T VBT AT 40 R £ 1) B A 7R AR KRR BE b AN
THUEEIAN SR RE ) A I BE R, DRA T i fg i
J7 A R BT 2 A R I e T R R i A ) 2T A 2 R
AR ) 20 L RE 220 , A5 S A TRT DA BT AR R

L) 240 L PN 225 0 v R s P oK A ) RN AR L
( Calderéncortés et al., 2012 ).

A T A WA v e B AR 0 Y S B AT L3
hniE ERBUAE AR WP i, —FhgiE
A MV E RE Y1 (Serratia Y1) o] LA™Y
T A RE R ) 258, Al R A5G B R
il 7 A AR IR N I S IR EE ) R, AT
T5 I 1 i R G0 B Khoe R Uy (Bai
et al., 2019), AHFFEERM, FELpIETE DL H
B P A5 S50 11 TT LA™ A PR IERE , £E SR i -
B 20 B B T AL SRS ( DUOX ) MIPEHT,
AR Duox-ROS Hf R 40~ A 1644 (ROS ),
SR MIESRE , A ZHTE KA A, 17
B . Hitk, 2R RmiE SHAEYAHEE
YEH M R b, BAT 77 A DR W E 15 S 38 A 1Y
G TR 2 e B R 1 RS A R i AL R 1) G g [
# (Kyung-Ahetal., 2013 ), 1A, LR HIL
AT DR B A 77 A 0 i A= AR W ok iR A
AR BEAEME A2 (Kaltenpoth et al., 2014 ),

73R R/ EIRYS TR AW IR B )
VR R TosE Y TR W Bl R g o AR R
1 R4 Al 3 HA PR v 2 A L
PR R, I LG 46 Wl 25 A e Aol A
ISR TAN ) K J o AR BRI A A R T
— LR AR, Horh 22— A
PP o DU RME Y A B R ARl 7 H e
2% Riptortus pedestris Al , ‘& il AN 3R 85 H
eAd—FhEE iMH 7 R ( Burkholderia) B i
AR, FFTE B ES hamn Ah A A %3t
R—Jr T DR R R , 71— R R
F AT DUE B e i R i AR WA ( MEP ) B9H 52
RSN A B MEP (9%itE (Ttoh etal.,
2018 ), M4, I Acromyrmex echinatior
1) L TR A A AR R Rl 2E o A TE A B AR
=G, DN AT ISR ) B A 25 Ak W6 2 i
FMVER (Lichtetal., 2013 ),
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BB MEYS 56 S S sefh 22 ) i
A LARZIA T AT TGS o BN, FRE SRy It
Az TRAT D o el A PR A5 B3R 17K PSR 5% i 52 i
Pt , A5 LA ) 5 i 3 S D R AR AR )
RARAZHC (Giletal., 2011 ), W5 S R TR
Sl H AR A P SR BOR BIREIR , 5 5T 2 B
PRI T SO E RIS REFERE
HeFr R AR EN AR Z —, MpEME
W R A AR P A B Ty D R R A K
REE B ENLEL Sy (Dillonetal., 2010 ),
P, SRR TR S SR RS R, &
FEILZ AT RTCAT, YRR TR B A I 25
FE Rt eSS (Schretter et al., 2018 ),
BHEoE B, W0 s S A e A e
BERRWIER, FEHBERI N IRERA A, fE
i BRI TE N pH (A A AL JF LA, 1T 52
Wi g AR M AR K B E EAL T R R (S
f£5 (Zheng et al., 2017 ), XL L MIER T W
TE AR AE TR 1 AT AR, e AR Ah
JE A Y a] LA Bh 35 £ % ( Octopamine, ] FK
OA ) fENAE S B sh iz 31154 ( Schretter
etal., 2018),

72 =
Foregut Midgut Hindgut

Activities the food

At
B
Provide
nutrients

AZHL B dUiE

Yl Y
Breeding Insect gut
microbiota

1 RHEBEREVHIEEIR

Fig.1 The main function of gut microbiota in insects

4 BREBEMEMRIEA

Wi AR PR B A A PR e o | AR
BWEA . ARG T T RRE . HRAEE R
TRFIA FE W 5y AR A HEA/EH( Linetal.,
2015 ), SHuglFEmy, B U IE R YA T R A
HAL Y | 3 d B R A W2 b5 6 LA 5 e )
(14 A ok i S5 T S s B R R g T 5 48
P N 9P o i B A = S S W B e R a S Y R S
PI3EA SR, iR IL A BRI i il i A= v 3
H R I R A T B A B AT AR Ky FH W .
n, RENERSE MTERCT- TP . M B S B
JE R E A, JFAEBCT R R AR D 1R I
W& (Serratia) AS1 AR, v LIS WIUE
Jir ER PRS0 B 1, DT A A 2 D e 7 s A P Y
K (Wang etal., 2017 ), IbAh, A5 R
JY 3 PR R AT LG e 9 B e R S O
TR R U, (Bai et al., 2019). i
=4 AT (Bacillusthuringiensis) M H# R
VBRI — A= 28 Rl 2 T F R A
MBI, L AR 320 SR SO I F R R 2R
S I 2 g A SR A o 4R A B v g 24 TR 1Y)
B, filhn, HEREEAR . WEHEKRER
( Serrati ) FI¥2 )& ( Clostridium), 71 4 i s
FALPIHAIE , By AR, NS & s 3
AT B UALAE ( Bravo et al., 2007; Caccia et al.,
2016 ),

H w5 A A o 5004 P 4 A i 13 Y
R R —RE LAY b ia TB, Hod v H
2 1 A B 4 A B BRI AT TR ( Pseudanonas ) &
YIF RN AL AE B R, i CHAO, PE-5
MI8 5. AN AE W) LR 3 3 1 10 BR 55 4l 7 2 —
CHAO TR PEFR T HA BRI REHZ FhAME 7= P 4
PFAEYIAR 2 52 FLR R 2R R 141, X
il H F R4, A ER Bk Manduca sexta
R Candida mellonella, HA 58 KA H
75 ( Pechy-Tarr et al., 2008 ), CHAO k5%
>3 B Pieris brassicae M H A BFFE £,
PR BIFT B (P protegens) AU AR S8R izl
AR AR, RS R AT
( Enterobacteriaceae ) FSZIAM A 2, B JE
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TRFIFHEET T6SS 170 RS ¥R 15 Wi i
Yika s, SEE A £ AT Vacheron et al.,
2019 ),

VF 22 B HOGH B 08 FH 19 4% e Ak 2% 2% JURI RN
A e S TN s N (1B =97 % | I S R 7 A
BT BREETE YL A BB A o M e I R AR
(Kikuchi etal., 2012 ), KitWF58FISE IR I W]
VA R 18 DA B 3d o 2 Ahas ok 5 A B R
Bow, g R E AR E RS 1R R
RAEANFEARMRTPR, BEEH2H% (Noman
etal.,2020 ). A WF5HE , J#T 1% ( Enterobacter ).
A% B i ( Providencia ) F1Vb 5 1 ( Serratia)
X 22 UAF P 0B i TSR SC - Bactrocera
tau &R B RS ) (Luo etal., 2018 ). #7
BRI ( Citrobacter sp.) Ay ELER A R (=
AWERRTR) B bl 5 OCHE T, HR8Us £
Xof 22 HR0 7 A ek B BILIAIE 9 A 4 ARG /)N S b
Bactrocera dorsalis JFRE T # 1B 1442 ( Cheng
et al., 2017 ), ZCIRAZLACHERRM, KNk
R A PN P T 2 1 20 R A B T SR A, W S
GO R M TR L4 (Guo et al., 2017), iX
7 3 A W R A T B R I T T 7 T A
BRAEYIFER, A E RS A iR R T )
Il P 1 P T 5% o

SR RHT G F N RN Sl A ) () Age A 1 T ™
R, YR RRIERLER G W5 1 T AT R E
MR, F 20 22 70 AEARHILLCE, PR G — 1
1T PE WMAEY MR, JFAE HARSEIE T AL
B LOWTE . SR MR PE BYRBR
( Restrepo-Florez et al., 2014; Krueger et al.,
2015 ), #RiMi, PE WYSRERKME . mfbisnefn e
O3 5 (A5 R 22 B0 R X M LA IR A 7 Bl T A &K
/A% ( Watanabe et al., 2003 ), AW LM,
B B 5y gk g 3 v 4 B A5 B 9 T PR TR R A R
UF KM% PE (R , 40 52 ZF AT YPL Filig
FRR YTL, £t 60 d 19E55%, 29 11%H1 6%[1)
PE g R AR (108 4fiff/mL ) ( Yang et al.,
2014 ); Ren 5§ (2019 ) DA PE AME—BRTE, MK
i Galleria mellonella Jiz i 413 ik i AT
7 ( Enterobacter sp. ) Btk D1, HIZEMAAEI S

(4 PE JBER A A T AR, XS IEEIESE T
D1 wHATFES# PE IRET) o X SL45 /RN, B
Je Al PE PR UE B — A A BRI

5 RBE

FHT, Mo C 2 RS miE U Yt
S (ELAE NS ) A R WP 5 7 T K 4 3 T
BRI TTIIRE . WEIT I IE LR WIS 1 A T
A1 R AL SR 2 A T5 1 A, TE IS — N R
AT 40T, Sy S BRI T B 2R 0 B s B TR A
I, B F AT AR Y2 LR P AR A
HEVE 2 0] B AR E 2 e AT MR AL , DA VRIS 4L
51 S AR AR SRS A5 e i TE A P A2
ZRIIRERVE AL FHAE o %8 T I WA I FE i)
SRNVERN 2L, — 7 I HJC /N RO R 17
WFFE AR WFTEI TEEAC  BORBRAFI LA
VO EERAFAFAEFR ) , 73— 7 T LASE A 2R i
ARG B AU AR AR . S | 5) TR
VRN ATHEAT il O e S D0 o AT R el
TOH HESh YRR A T A T S AN RE B R
LS IR G0 P ST TRERZN: PPN iR
v e B HE Sl ) 5 AN S8 7 B M

B e 5 i e Wy s T DI RG AR
YERT, BT Reqe A an . AR 207
I, EARETR . B R DAY
o ARG T NAFEA R A, T
M BoE | A MITIRESE T A 225, JFH.
AR Z | Bk, BRAETE . FEEEE
E AWV RRA B AU s U YA i
. AR | AR T RE RN A5 A2 B AT TR
AEM, HOFAE R A7 BEH LK
RE IR BF O 55 22 A 2B 40l 52 3] O B 22 1 OC
Eo HAl, BUEwdly ., ENAS | Fordlsy,
A DL ACHH 5 55 22 A A i PO e Jig D
Ko P ER R, b B AU EME S
B AR EAR R 20 T HLRI AT ST SR A T 3
AT IR AT B, (5 R R A )y 2 3
Yy g T A A 0 180 B AR D 78 05 4 R R i A
LB RIS
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