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The application of gene co-expression network in entomology
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Abstract The gene co-expression network (GCN) analyses the correlation between the expression of genes to reveal gene
interactions. It has been widely used in gene function analysis, regulatory network mechanism research, and many other fields.
This paper summarizes the current research status of GCN and introduces the methods of constructing a GCN. Furthermore,
we review GCN research advancements in insect development, adaptation to environmental or biological stress, the interaction
between insects and host plants or symbiotic bacteria, species evolution, pesticide resistance, and insect transmission. Finally,
we discuss the potential of using GCN to enhance and broaden the scope of entomological research.
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( Gene co-expression network, GCN )J&—FfJo )R
J& (Scale-free ) [ TC[T M4 ( Lee et al., 2004; van
Noort €t al., 2004; Tsaparas €t al., 2006), K%
TR Z A AR AR R, 25

( Small world ) #9454 ( Barrat and Weight, 2000;
Tsaparas et al., 2006 ), FLFIKMLEAE R RGELY)

SE B F B, oA R SRR ] Yy 3R
R, g rh AR AN, A
AR 2 A FERTE LB KT EAFAERI LR R
LI SE R I, F A AR LY 5 R ] BB T
AEAHE ( Stuart et al., 2003 ), GCN A/ “Guilty by
association” [ J5LIU , BT REAH A 8 2 5 [A]— )8 %
TRAR 1 5 PR ) 2 AR AL A e k3, DT 76 I
2P AR BE R ( Wolfe et al., 2005; Wei
et al., 2006 ), Hitt, GCN Z3Hrah) 12 v T35
IR TEAR R A5 T A2k SCHctE , AT & B
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R 3 R 2% R AL ( Langfelder and
Horvath, 2008; Lynall et al., 2010 ), {35 A25¥%
o g 106 R DR 190 000 AR A R 3 T R PR A a4
BUERIITSE | ShAE AR K o v el B4 i ]
I 4E (Li et al., 2016; Gaudinier et al., 2018;
Rao and Dixon, 2019 ),
FEPIIEFRIR R Tz, B TR TR e
FRE ) 27 0, 7R B8 2 0k, e Pl M 3R R Y 25 7
T N S 95 5 M 18 o P v S 45 SR - (Jostins
etal.,2012; van Dam et al., 2018; Yao et al., 2019;
Pido et al., 2021; Wang et al., 2021 ), 4l Voineagu

S5 (2011 ) FAEH MR 5 SR R =2 ] Y 2 ]
KR E R, A5 A O A HIE B A
FBLE . BEAh, GCN A a] LU WA g 1 i
Ja43#r (Carro et al., 2010; Yang et al., 2014; Li
etal., 2017; fifFH, 2022; FKiETEAE, 2023 ), TEAH
Yyep i, SRR IR G N T T, W
SRR | 5 DR T A T 0 L A e PR 2 2 55
M ( Wei et al.,, 2006; Ruprecht et al., 2011;
Movahedi et al., 2012; Schaefer et al., 2017; Rao
and Dixon , 2019 ), HAl, fYHE LRSI
B Sy PV €/ L i DB L € E N S N
TMSREETE N ZFEY) , QioKAEh 2 P g 3t
2R IRBEE The rice expression database ( RED ),
Rice functionally related gene expression network
database ( RiceFrend ) 1 & >K 3t 3% ok % 95
( Maize
MCENet ) ( Sato et al., 2013; Xia et al., 2017; Tian
et al., 2018; Zainal-Abidin et al., 2022 ),
YENEh P R b A 2 | FEAEIT Rl AT
fl)—2& (Stork, 2018 ), ELHY iz 04 THuEK b
B, BRSSP E Y e RIRA
A ZFE BRI AN et
S IXUCRRIE IR O B A2 2 ) B R R I 245
1M GCN AT A Bl T I8 A PR d A bR i 2
PRIJRA X 4 o AR SCZRIAR T PR 3 18 I 2 73 Afr S
HAR B A e v i i H

1 EELRIEME
24 45 FLAT 6 — 1A TR TT 0 R G A

conditional co-expression network,

YRGS LAY AR 43 Z A AH E
Vi O R 3 30 1 25 A T 48 B R ok 26 4 )
%% (Proulx et al., 2005 ), AWML EL | 4
FEEAT-HE AR EAER L | R R It
AR 2% . AR L . (55 S, Hir,
EEAT-E A EAEM Y . FEF L L
ILRIRPI LI 3 i ol 3200 0 1 A= ) ) 4%
(% 1), HHEFHEAEMZ ( Protein-protein
interaction networks, PIN ) J2& 25 (il it 2
B AA EAE M, kS 5EMES1EE . 5
PRI TR R | BB 1 A ) o A B 4t A S ) ol 4
G BRI (Lietal, 2017 ), R
PH¥E M 4% ( Gene regulatory network, GRN ) & 4=
FEANML . 12, #8 B R LA T R AR T
. AR B R, B TR SR
. BEER AL (A B AE R OC R, Blan
miRNA-§0 3L PR 5% 5% [H 8 #5244 ( Kolchanov
etal., 2000 ). %t [ It FE KK % ( Gene
co-expression network, GCN )& H T 43 Mk St AR
FEIRAKT- AR DG, DT B A e SR AR 22 (1] A AR
HAER X R o AR SCH 2 A GON 7E R 12240
BN o

GCN %7 Jeong % (2001 ) 7£ PIN H &
(U - B R i ( Centrality-lethality rule ),
BRI AE 9 o3+ W0 d 22k 5 HAE AR M 45 iy rh s
PR EEAR DG PRI, X8 %) oo 1 e 220 o a5
FIPER SR R, FRZ M iEPE ( Connectivity )s
HEVEFR R 1 EEA R g, B 1A
PR P 3 e PR R S T30 B A I 4% Ak TR A
AN E, A AEEVEN . XS R — e
PR CHESEN, Bl “Hub gene”., T-4&M%% )
oL FENTE GON Zppr 2 W5 s (Schaefer
etal., 2017; van Dam et al., 2018; Zhang et al.,
2023 ), TEANA S A s A & B B B i S A
(] F1% e 2 18 G 22 AT L4t /s JE P (B A D REIEG &%
I SRR — AR I AT B, BFEIR AR
FERLHL N BE DR Z [R] 450G 22, JFX [A]— A By
AL F T He AT B ( Sekhon et al., 2011;
Downs et al., 2013; Liu et al., 2021 ),
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Tablel Comparison of three commonly used biological networks

BT EAE M2 B PR R 475 1 2% B DR 205 0 2%
Protein-Protein interaction network  Gene regulatory network Co-expression network
W1 HAR-E AR DNA-# 157 B kAR B AR
Biological molecules  Protein-Protein DNA-Protein Transcript-Transcript
A1)/ 0 Jofa) A1) Jila]
Directed/Undirected  Undirected Directed Undirected
Y SN TP N A=Wy 53 TR) ) IR 6 R e A TR A A
Edge meaning Interaction relationship between Regulatory relationship Expression correlation at the
proteins between biological molecules transcript level
LAEITEIN 1 R AL R G ChIP-chip, ChIP-seq DNA {#51 . RNA-seq

Data acquisition Yeast two-hybrid system

DNA microarray, RNA-seq

2 ERLARIEMERIHETIE

e R L3 08 ) 265 4 el 1) A SRR e 5
BB AR AR DAY 2 PR R ST R 285 AR S P
RHEFEH RN R RIS, SR B,
FRISEIRIIRERS , IR GTHY 1L R RESE A
(] A AR B T DA R OC 2R

21 BERZEMEXEITEHE

B PR 8] 118 R DG 1 2 A7 e R 3R R B AR
M TB, R, JEHRG 18 0 R 3RA B AR O
PRI S ) A 3 DR 4 PN 4% A% s o A e S
PR 98 TR 15 T H 3 L DR B A DG M Y D7 v £ 25 JOR
Pk AH 5 & % ( Pearson correlation coefficient,
PCC ). HrJz /R = AH5 R % ( Spearman correlation
coefficient ), Partial correlation and information
theory ( PCIT ) (Reverter et al., 2008 ) DA 2 Mutual
information ( MI )( Butte and Kohane, 2000; Steuer
etal., 2002 ), Kumari %% (2012) Xf{d4% PCC Al
Wy fORZ2AEN AL 8 PRI A #E T L
B, RUTEAFERFFE H TR R B8 J8 P T 19 AH
KA I EER IR, 25 CE T 2R M
TR U7 45 (Allen et al., 2012;
Wang et al., 2014 ), {HEAH W50 KR ERAH K
FBCRE G TR 5L L R IA W 4% (Song
etal., 2012; Ovens et al., 2020 ). H Fij ¥ £ 352
R 2 I LA B IR AR AH OC 22 B0 il ( Mutwil
etal., 2011; Tzfadia et al., 2016; Ferrari et al.,

2018 ), 145 Random matrix theory ( Luo €t al.,

2007 ). SR HE A 3 3 35 W 2% 73 A ( Weighted

correlation WGCNA )
( Langfelder and Horvath, 2008 ) %,

22 HEmE

1) {11 8 456 X6 P 2 1) 4 F NS5 A RN DD A
LN RZ R o [ (L7 35 22 35 A G [ (L 1 s 5
{72 (Hard thresholding ) I T AHOCHE AL {H
BYEK R {E 1L (Soft thresholding ). A [ {E 1 2 45
R R AE DG IS, K 8 T I A A DGR A
RARGER:, T B E R AR P TosE
MRS —A ZTe M4, — ks 0.8 fE A
PAAE 5 15 ) B {E( Langfelder and Horvath, 2008;
Maschietto et al., 2015 ), Lee 5% (2004 ) ¥ ALK
X AHICHE AR B INES , IAHETIS 0.5%I1) 5
PRI AR AR IR A O o R BB L R F 8 AR 15 1)
SR B, AR TR R B, (145 M 2%
1y 3% 32 ik AN o RCBE W 4% 53 4 ( Scale-free
network ), MIMSE]— LML, FREE ] L
it WGCNA 1Y) “pickSoftThreshold”#fi i

( Langfelder and Horvath, 2008 ), —&Kii, %K
18] 1 3 L A (55 (v B B O B I 4% v (5 B R4
Fy. BEAh, Bassel 55 (2011) K GCN AR M
B3 1 — A A A

2.3 HEHRESE
PR 3 5K X 4% i i B 1A R 2 — SR gl

network  analysis,
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TREML Y BEH BRE T L0 AR B R K
( Non-hierarchical ) F1/Z¥X %3¢ ( Hierarchial )
W2 (D haeseleer, 2005 ), JZIR KR 2
AR ] AR BE SR 2, S AR LA R IR
1Y i B R M , WGCNA( Langfelder and Horvath,
2008 ). Markov cluster algorithm ( MCL ) ( Hwang
etal., 2006 ) . Molecular complex detection
( MCODE )( Bader and Hogue, 2003; Wang et al.,
2012 ) Ml Heuristic cluster chiseling algorithm
(HCCA ) ( Mutwil et al., 2010 ) %52 B3 h ik
Wym] T AR I 2 U AR R R R
Xof O 245 T %) 5 PR T 8T BRI 1, A 28K
P21 N 2 [A] P ) B PR 2 (a] A AR BLRE B vy, 7E
O AT Z R B8 H , A0 k-mean
( Tavazoie et al., 1999; D’haeseleer et al., 2000 ),

H A, B 2Pkl i PR S 3 3k 9 2% 14
%, T R (Y Petal, WGCNA; JT web (1)
NetworkAnalyst, webCEMiTool 55, H:rft, JinX
FER LR IEMI 8T (WGCNA ) J2ich ) 2 #
Fi 75 (Ovens etal., 2020 ), 2023 4, Rezaie
% (2023 ) k3R THTF Python ) PyWGCNA,
W R AR T T 3153 B I e WGCNA B &) Af
Ak .

3 EEAFRAMEER NSRS
B0 5 PR

EHaFEEY . AL, A2 h
T HE AT AR IR, IR EAA I R
PU PR S PR R A R AR . R, Bl
55 MY . MUY, DR R A S 2
M EAERFR . g B A s R g &2, B
i) i e 38 ¢ R B Wk B AP E AT A+
HAFPRS T 0 R A I R AL F IR M 4%, AT IR A
FAYEAX LT 2 R ) SE PR I 4 R 245, o 7 B
LA YRR BN B A AR S 0E.

HAEr, BT8R A, BER GCN
AT EE N TR R, DA S A&
Ur . AR UIAECRH R, A& Bombyx mori
Fl— e F BR F H, 58— Lo H EERAY, il
GCN 7r#r, #ZifER AR ET . . 5.

T3 M55 O R SE R RN s % . Hir, A £
A B R DR ek I 45 Bt I & 2%, BN CoFly
( Raptis et al., 2023 ), mealybugDB ( 23,
2022 ), BeAbh, ESFERIERIB R LT, Wk
PR R R A B | S IR 0 g R R
W AR AL R AR S

31 RHHEZBEHH

R LSRR 2% H TR B AR & B B
B AN A1 40 2 (] () LR =, DL R U
A AT A A BRHE R G A . L, @
I A8 L SRR iR AS [F) R B B 5 ] A 3R Ak )
%, T IR SRAEAR R Be i sh S 4E, R
fife BT AS [) B 2 B IR R & A BIL ) 25 S R
( Simon et al., 2017; Zhang et al., 2017; Fan et al.,
2020; Lau et al., 2020 ), Duan 4§ (2023 ) Xi¥E#
Antheraea pernyi 5 4l HUEYAS [RS8 i
IR, I8 5 2 20 BE AR DGR b ) DG B L
, B RVEAE 1 4UL B AT B X 45 8 4
ML T T A SRR . LR R, Rk
B HLEIAE A 3 PR LR GR [ 28 4341, AT LA 7R A
[F) A& & By B ) S R e s 1 A8 4k, MATTT & AR R 1
KRB BEE R RE R, X T IRA
P B AR B HLH R A EE R

32 PR HA X EREEEN A W hviE B e R 70 3E R I

SRR R 32 A Yy iaE S AR Y i aa 152
BN P B HUFP R S A AR S A i L
EXTRMAMARER KT B MATE LA B
SN o A8 AN [ AR 25 1 B0 32 AN R AE P 38 T 1Y
L A PR IR I 465, AT LA 30 L 7 A5 A
A a2 R T Y E S R AR, D R ) B ot
WENVE . PUPEFI ARSI RERY CHERE I o Li AF

(2023 ) id ok b A& 5 4 Pagiophloeus
tsushimanus M & JREE 7515 ( Dietary linalool )
SIEEIRE T W3 FE AR, 15 2] m 5 ik g AR
AR AT AT R T, Xu 25 (2021) XA IR
JtJE B X4 Anoplophora glabripennis 4 di 17
G0, S 46 AT REXHIRIERA SO Y B fig
PIDA S 1A 54 s B AR DG R BE e, R B0 T 4%
JEIE KA 4 OB A AL Y G B BE Y . 48 Rl
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Nilaparvata lugens 7& M id 5514 F AT L gig 28 33
Y, S SE SRR L T, $Eos T AR AR
AW a7 e CEGRIE AR 1B 43 FHLHI( Chen
etal., 2023 ), X SR MELEA ] BE T iy L LR A
W& T, At 1A [R] AL EET nw AL ) G B
DR, Shy BT b B i PR S A AR 0 A A BE 1Y
ALK YE ( Huang et al., 2020; &= it 4s,
2022 ),

33 RREFEFEWSLETHEENH

A R S N T | A A S A
AP EAER LR ILFRIR L i LI A S 5 H
VBRI V] 1) S Bl B8 PR AR e, PR A 7R o9 2
5 H AW A Y BAE R B4 AL

A fUEY E LU E FARKER R
i B AN R I SR i 3 B AR AR A s sl
HefE H B RAESTIR (EIEES, 2021; 2840
LD, 2023 ), i o B R S A v 2
(i) Y R R IR N 4%, T LASE 7R B RN 2 e A {4
R TFHLE], AR A ) s 32 R R
FLERNPER R, 253688 (2022 ) @t F k5%
Fi#3 r Phenacoccus solenopsis & H: A= T 1
FERIIESRIRI L%, i — Uk SE RS AE TR AT DLy
3 H B AR IR E 18 R, GG T
2. B G4 RMEBLGE YT, W
miRNA AFFEX AR TR G 3= 3h s B i, LAARIIE
HiE W B &8 377 >K( Husnik et al., 2013; Russell
etal., 2013; Bao et al., 2021 ),

WGCNA W a] LU T 700 B U5 2 T4
Z I P R R IA 2%, AT 4878 B SR 27 EAE )
PRI P TS AR S g, LA R 2 FEAE 0t R UL
PEANE SR . MRS Al Bemisia tabaci ™5 g F
WEEYI LA, TiHAF EERBEILH AR 45 A
Y1 55 480 s R BIL D AT LA SR B 96 A mLER kS &
A X, Tian % (2021a) i€ T 3 A~ 50K B
TP BA A SR LR A R, & 5
ZF EAEYIR B SC AL R, anfgag kA | fhamisk
Bt 5 PRFN — LU MRV R A DGR, Li 5% (2016 ) X
FERN R R B POE AR 2 AR AR S A
FIRMLE 5, %08 ] e 5k mUR G4 J5 A AL 7
TH SN (R A DG A

AT, B AL SRR M 25 A B T B
i EXF YA A I A 1 3T, LRSS
5 A 2 8] R 3 I PR T A RIS AR G R i R
TR PR B L5 75 AR ) A A R AR
il B4 %E F it o

34 AEUFHBHULXFE

X B PR AR P 28 I PR PR AT 40 A, AT LA
TR B ) P SRR ] 19 38 2 264k ( Ovens
etal., 2020 ), ZEAMY " 22 m i BF A BB S B
Zhou 5 (2020 ) A X 5 1Y 2 5 FE DR Ay el
R IR ML 43T, e B — A B 48 21 14 JE
Uihe 5 8 2R DI Re Y 22 A — 2, itk —2b
TR YT ol B A 22 7= e o3
THLGR ML T RSB IR . Smith 55 (2018) b
A M S Drosophila melanogaster . K 1%
Bombus terrestris . £L # %l B Pogonomyrmex
barbatus 17 IR #k Y. Formica exsecta fit) 3t Al H: 36
A, T M T R Osiris S0 R T ZE 11
i, GO BHEMTEKIN, R RELE it
A ak R R RS 4 T AR . Almudi
45 (2020 ) 4387 T EFF Cloeon dipterum Filbms
Drosophila 7688 & & |5 BEAH G AL, HEDEL
Her () S B 5L R AT R e L R AH Sk B R
HLEAEH . tehh, BRI KA A PR &
Pt SRR P 21 T EEA/EH . Favreau
S (2023) FIH 6 Pt o bEE A (IR =i
Ce. australensis, i 7% Ce. calcarata, %171k
%% M. genalis; fiIEE K 1% Polistes canadenss;
T ACH % P. dominula; B L. flavolineata )
RIVF Z ik R e ML AL SRR e 54 &
2% RN I [6] AR 1 SRR AE AH & o Morandin 4§

(2016 ) XF 16 Frfriich g iy W5 F0 T A7 3 R 2
FIRM LA, R T 58U T8 [0 1 3R
Y2 AR OC R BRI, DL R Stk ok B AP AT
WEAEAH S R R e, R BT TISE AN E 15
PRI 42 X 245

35 MAMNHKHERENLE ST

i R A S A B A TR, BRI
IR W2 5341 T LA IR BT 2 P AR DGR A
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AT R A B i B e 25 AL . il an, A
WGCNA 7M1 E =ik Spodoptera exigua X —
e M AR 25 4k (EMB ) Bk % %
HEAE, KT SHIEAHSCA BT G A
s T HUPENL AT RV S 20 L R N | AR Ak
JoVAE . AR 1 (Sunetal., 2022 ), #}
ek gk Spodoptera litura X 22 Fh A% H ) EA 0
Pitk, Tian 55 (2021b) FHBTHER R ERLUK
W, 38 Ak SRR X2 S Y 5 T4 TR 2R S g A
KAL) SCHEEEIN , Jyite— 20 T i RSO I iy
AR 2R RS HLARAE TR , ITh Bl TA SR i i
EFRME S P2 PR Y KR R L3RR N 4% 43
B H A w4k TR 20 B B, H B 3G EdE i AR R
HZ ) GCN 438, mlLUZIE 2 5508
AHOCHY LR, TR A M de s B etk id 4+
BLH, SR A 2540 1 A B A ol 2 1k 81 22 i Bl 2
WA

36 ERREBEFEHRA

VLA, R RE-E Y =& EAENLHI 7T
WS T 15 2 B2t R, kIR 24 7 460
BRI E AT R R N Z A F AR 55T
YIS AU A vk, iRt
R TR T 4R A B R B AL T B K AE
B A ST ({4, 2017 ). 75 i BT 250k 2
( Tomato spotted wilt virus, TSWV ) i i #i] T4
J AL A, Hop S A8 &1 D Frankliniella
occidentalis J& i B 1% 3% 20 K & = 09 W
( Whitfield et al., 2005 ), KHUEYL5, TSWV
AAE P IR SEAEAE | (R T ) A4 e )1 AR 4
TR A A H B (van de Wetering et al.,
1996 ), Han F1 Rotenberg (2021 ) X PG {E#] T 1
WA 2 WA 2 IR TR D T A S
TSWV 14h d1 347 RNA-seq MJF, i i85
ST L 2 24 1 7 SR AR IR AT () AL 356 R s 3 3K ) 4%
SRR T X4 R B Y 8 AL, X 3
A2 S S AR AR AR B i I B B R A T AR PN
FHEAE ML 4T, #2710 Al 58] L
BEAH DG AZ 0o 3 PR 5 JE (A 2ot 55 i A1 A B 1R 1Y)
13 R RN 75 5 A R RO IR = 5 B FR , T A
TR, P KAEFE ., XY AIAR R

e a B R A S R IE R M 25 04, mT LI g A
HEAR 7B A A AL R B E — R A HERT

4 INES

I R 30K I 2% B 28 1l A R B 2 A0S 7]
BB T, A7 BY T 22 G0 i Bt B PR AR Wi
MIIRE, UK ENEER R G b S A A A
VI EAERLE] . RIS, BoNER R BRI &
SRR A5 2 v ) AR R AL T T R AR R
%o RV 3 DR L 3508 Do 244 7 R L4008k Hh 1 A 9 B
(CNETE 31 LV ¥ N e (e 7S B SN
LETIFFEMAG T 155 Jo RN SRR A 1 35 (R R B
EL A AR 25 2R e X O B B R R T
Pk, H LR LSRR 45 o A o B s i 45
Br, HAZIREE | AEYARE R, R X
S DRURITRRC B PRy AR G 3 TR A THRE TN , Ay 34 58 A
FEAEE B MERTE, A LSRR IR

EmMAR%E L B HATHER EY R SR
A A, SR B AT RIS AR PR AR S R
qo R0 # or W W R R ( Frise et al., 2010;

Jumbo-Lucioni et al., 2010; Xiao et al., 2015; Wu
etal., 2016; Liu et al., 2023; Yang et al., 2023 )., 7£

P, RERILREM GBS T HE Y
B, MEAREES, Z2REAZIA YR
( Zainal-Abidin et al., 2022 ), {B7E & rhanfa &
P A X S BAIR TR B 2R,

B, BRI DR SRR 48 T A B H 45
HAEBEKE S, (A6 2R R 2
TSR . AR IBFFONG T Z 0 2 W 8E . 7
RS 2ERREAE, DU G b B L e S PR D3 )
YEH T A F 4 PEF DI RE
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