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A potential invasive species, the tawny crazy ant
Nylanderia fulva M ayr
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Abstract The tawny crazy ant, Nylanderia fulva Mayr (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) is native to South America but has
invaded the U.S.A, including Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and Florida. Large infestations of tawny crazy ants have caused
short circuits and other problems in electrical equipment. Although not yet recorded in China, global trade and transport will
probably accelerate its spread, and its diverse feeding habits and adaptability make it a potential invasive pest. This paper
reviews the taxonomy, distribution and morphological characteristics of the tawny crazy ant, the kinds of damage it can cause,
and provides basic information for port quarantine.
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Fig. 1 Lateral view of worker (A), male (B) and
queen (C) of Nylanderia fulva (MacGown
and Layton 2010)
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Fig. 3 Lateral view of Nylanderia fulva (A) and
Nylanderia bourbonica (B) (from www.Antweb.or g)
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Fig. 2 Paramerein lateral view of Nylanderia fulva
and Nylanderia pubens (Gotzek et al., 2012)
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A. Worker of N. pubensin lateral view; ( 51 B www.Antweb.org. )
B. Male N. fulva paramere in lateral view; Fig. 4 Lateral view of Nylanderia fulva (A) and

C. Male N. pubens paramere in lateral view. Linepithema humile (B) (from www.Antweb.org.)
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