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Advances in research on phototaxis of insects and the mechanism. JING Xiang Feng , LEI Chao Liang( Institute of
Insect Resources , Huazhong Agriculture University , Wuhan 430070 ,China)

Abstract Phototaxis is an interesting phenomenon but it is thought that the phototactic mechanism of insects is
different from the one of other phototactic animals .In this article ,the research advance on phototaxis was reviewed
mainly in ethoology and physiology . Many hypotheses on phototaxis were proposed ,but two of them ,light interference
and light orientation ,were more acceptable . The light interference hypothesis supporters believed the phototaxis was the
result of eye-shining ,while the light orientation hypothesis supporters thought the true reason was that the artificial light
deluded the insects which used starlight for orientation .
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