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Abstract [Objectives] To quantify the flower visiting behavior and pollination of white clover, Trifolium repens, by the
dominant native bee species in China (4pis cerana cerana). [Methods] Visits by A. cerana cerana to white clover flowers

were observed and recorded in May 2021 and the relationship between visits and flower density, seed number and pod number
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was analyzed. [Results] Flower visiting behavior and pollination differed at different times of the day. The retention time of
a single flower and the transfer time between flowers was highest between 10:00 and 12:00 at the beginning of flowering and
between 13:00 and 15:00 at the end of flowering, but the reverse was true during the full flowering period. The amount of
pollen and honey collected, and flower visiting rates per inflorescence, were highest from 16:00 to 18:00 in the initial
flowering stage, and from 13:00 to 15:00 in the full and the final flowering stages. The transfer time between flowers, the
amount of time spent collecting pollen and honey and the visiting rate, were highest in the full flowering stage, whereas the
retention time of a single flower and visiting time between inflorescences were shortest in the full flowering stage; there were
significant differences between the full and the final flowering stages (P<0.05). There was no significant negative correlation
between flower visiting rate and single flower stagnation time (P>0.05), nor was there a significant positive correlation with
inflorescence visiting time (P>0.05), but there was a very significant positive correlation between inflorescence pollination and
honey collection time (P<0.01). Flower density, seed number and pod number were highest during the full flowering stage;
(286.67+8.11)ind., (4.65+0.20)grain and (66.70+3.93)ind., respectively, and lowest without pollination; (273.33+5.81)ind.,
(4.21£0.10)grain and (38.00+2.93)ind., respectively. [Conclusion] Most visits by 4. cerana cerana to white clover flowers

occurred during the full flowering stage. The flower density, number of inflorescences per flower, pod number and seed
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number, were all increased by complete pollination during the full flowering stage.

Key words Chinese bee; pollination; flower visiting behavior; totrifolium repens; yield-related factors
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Fig. 1 Thedynamic changes of Chinese honeybee's
visiting behavior on white clover
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lowercase letters indicate significant differences at
0.05 level by F-test. The same as Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2 Thedynamic changes of Chinese honeybee'svisiting rate on white clover
A. VifE#E; B. fEFFVilIATE . A. Flower visiting rate; B. Inflorescence visit time.
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Tablel Comparison of Chinese honeybee's visiting behavior of white clover in different flowering periods

BEVIEAT

A (8] B¢ Time period

£ Flowering period

BXAEW] Full flowering
FRAEH Flower withering

0.079+0.023a
0.230+0.026a

0.175+0.034a
0.091+0.005a

Bee visiting behavior 10:00-12:00 13:00-15:00 16:00-18:00
SFRT W) 4EY] Initial flowering 1.860+0.420ab 1.800+0.480a 1.560+0.180a
JEAE] Full flowering 1.140+0.180b 1.320+0.060a 1.740+0.240a
A4 Flower withering 2.220+0.180a 2.040+0.360a 1.080+0.600a
NFVCB W) 4E4Y] Initial flowering 21.111+1.444ab 20.556+0.868b 20.445+0.588a
JEAE] Full flowering 24.667+0.192a 23.889+0.909a 20.778+7.219a
A AW Flower withering 20.556+1.176b 21.444+0.618ab 14.333+0.619a
NPNCI WIFEW] Initial flowering 14.444+0.801a 12.778+0.676b 13.444+4.893a
JEAE] Full flowering 15.667+0.577a 17.778+0.729a 14.222+0.333a
A AW Flower withering 13.778+1.392a 14.556+0.401b 9.778+0.509a
VR WIAEH Initial flowering 17.667+2.072a 16.889+0.401b 17.667+0.016a
JEAE] Full flowering 20.000+0.694a 21.111+0.778a 17.667+0.024a
A AW Flower withering 15.444+3.228a 17.333+0.509b 12.111£0.079a
IVT W) 4E4Y] Initial flowering 0.178+0.070a 0.231+0.074a 0.129+0.016a

0.089+0.024a
0.115+0.079a

R PR e, RISV R b MR N E P RROR 2R A RE (P>0.05, F-test 0% ), [RIZIEEEEISA
AR/ NG FREFIR 25 5 3 (P<0.05, F-test Kl ), & 3 [,

SFRT: FR{EHH F ] ; NFVCB: ARSI AL RS R NPNCL: B R FIE KA VR UifEER; IVT: 46
527 L0 T S T

Date are mean+SD, and followed by the same lowercase letters indicate no significant differences at 0.05 level by F-test,
while followed by the uppercase letters indicate significant differences at 0.05 level by F-test. The same as table 3. SFRT:

Single flower residence time; NFVCBN: Nmber of visits and transfers of Chinese bee; NPNCI: Number of pollen and nectar
collection of inflorescence; VR: Flower visiting rate; [IVT: Inflorescence visit time. The same below.
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Table2 Correlation analysisof Chinese honeybee's
visiting behavior of white clover in different

flowering periods
SFRT NFVCB  NPNCI VR IVT

SFRT 1

NFVCB 0.6 1

NPNCI -0.421 0.558 1

VR -0.538 0.828"  0.866" 1

IVT 0.06  0.103 0.479 0.426 1

* RIRAE 0.05 985 (WU ) G ** KR TE 0.01
g (X2 ) AR .

* indicates significant correlation at the 0.05 level (two-tailed);
** indicates extremely significant correlation at the 0.01
level (two-tailed).
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B E T 22 7% (P>0.05 ),

3 &#itHitit

DT IE T N A I R R
— (BARZESF, 2019; AOIEHESE, 2021), #ig
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Table3 Differencesin the effects of different pollination treatments on related indexes of white clover

. TR E (34 IR (A4) K (g A
e g T mi@fﬁl e LS ‘;@:5( I P8 CRLAS)
. . Number of inflorescence Number of single-sequence Number of seeds
Treatments Flowering density . . . . .
flowers (single/piece) pods (piece) (grains/piece)
CP 280.00+2.31ab 90.50+1.14a 66.70+£3.93b 4.33+£0.12a
IFP 244.00+13.86b 81.67+7.84a 41.27+1.08a 4.13+0.16a
FFP 286.67+8.11a 82.43+1.35a 42.65+0.95a 4.65+0.20a
FwWP 261.33+16.71ab 81.83+1.56a 42.47+0.92a 4.21+0.26a
NP 273.33+5.81ab 84.10+4.21a 38.00+2.93a 4.21+0.10a

CP: E&ZH;

IFP: ¥IAEiI52Hr; FFP. JEAEHIRZN; FWPP: RIEWIEH; NP ANEH; .

CP: Complete pollination; IFP: Initial flowering pollination; FFP: Full flowering pollination; FWP: Flower withering

pollination; NP: No pollination.
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