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Adult ecological habit and first instar larvae mor phological study of
Cobboldia elephantis (Brauer) (Diptera: Oestridae)
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Abstract [Aim] This study reports a new record of the genus Cobboldia in China. The oviposition habits of Cobboldia
elephantis are documented; the condition of hatching is tested, and the morphology of the first-instar larvae is described, and
compared with that of the genera Gasterophilus and Gyrostigma. [M ethods] Field observations were conducted to record the
oviposition habits of C. elephantis. The conditions of hatching were tested in the laboratory environment. The morphology of
the eggs and first-instar larvae was observed, and the diagnostic characters were photographed and described in detail.
[Results] In the field, C. elephantis lay eggs at the base of elephant tusks, the egg clusters were tightly packed, with the
number on one tusk ranging from 56 to 385. The eggs of C. elephantis require water to hatch, and can hatch in 5 minutes at

35 °C, which corresponds to the climate of the habitats of Asian elephants during our field study period between March to May.
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This hatching condition also aligns with the frequent bathing or mud-bathing behavior of Asian elephants to maintain moisture

on their skin. The morphological features of the first-instar larvae of C. elephantis are obviously different from that of the

known species of Gasterophilus and Gyrostigma, with two pairs of accessory mouthhooks on the outside of the mouthhooks,

no sword-shaped labrum, the posterior spiracular that does not protrude from the body, and spines on the end of body.

[Conclusion] The records of the subfamily Gasterophilinae in China has increased to two genera, and the identification

characteristics of the first-instar larvae of Cobboldia are clarified. Considering that these taxa are all pathogens myiasis in wild

animals, this study also provides a practical method to monitor the infection of stomach bot flies for endangered animals such

as Asian elephants as a protective measures.

Key words Cobboldia elephantis; ecological habits; egg; first-instar larvae; morphological comparison
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Fig. 1 Hatching processes of the first-instar larvae of Cobboldia elephantis

A-C. WG H WAL D. AR RO ; B, RIAICH BR5ERISI R ; F. 2 ek rpARIE BR o
A-C. Hatching processes of C. elephantis; D. The egg after the larva hatched; E. A larva that climbs backward
out of the egg; F. Larvae are very active in the water.
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Fig2 Light micrograph of first-instar larvae of Cobboldia elephantis
A YPGB 1 A REE A B, YR B 1 AR C DL DA ORI s D, D R
WK B RS TR EOBORBORE . ps: thsks Tt 55 1-3 97955 al—aVl: 55 1-7 JE95; ad [: B9,
A. Ventral view of first-instar larvae of C. elephantis; B. Dorsal view of first-instar larvae of C. elephantis;
C. Enlarged view of mouthhooks and cephalopharyngeal skeleton; D. Enlarged view of mouthhooks and accessory
mouthhooks; E. Enlarged view of spiracular slits and spines. ps: Pseudocephalon; t I —tIll: Thoracic segments I —1I;

a I —aVl: Abdominal segments I —VII; ad I : Anal division I .
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B3 Tilsk BRI R
Fig. 3 Egg clustersand adult of Cobboldia elephantis

A, YPGB WEMEPE R ARSI Fr ;s B-D. PG BRI A IR A, 7 L I R R 5
E. IR B WSS B NRAIERDEEIE s F. L5 8 MEE AL OP 5 i) DR B IE DL EE A, 7R B a5 5 R4k 2/3,
BRI R AR OY, LEF RO G WIS E WY R, R T 2 A

H. WG B IROPPs R E s 1.0 P4 H ia BRHe & 1) Patton, 1922,

A. Ecological photograph of the female adult of C. elephantis; B-D. Ecological photograph of the egg clusters of
C. elephantis, with the oviposition site being at the base of the Asian elephant's tusks; E. Frontal light micrograph of intact
egg clusters of C. elephantis; F. Frontal light micrograph of egg clusters of C. elephantis with missing egg caps, which
accounts for 2/3 of the total length of the egg, blank arrow showing unhatched egg and red arrow showing hatched egg;

G. Dorsal light micrograph of the egg mass of C. elephantis, showing attachment to the ivory part; H. Close-up
diagram of egg mass of C. elephantis; 1. The egg clusters of C. elephantis imitated Patton, 1922.

*2 BRIRIIMEYR I1BHBAEESERSE (n=5)
Table2 Morphological differences of first-instar larvae among three genera of Gaster ophilinae (n=5)

| DIAZE =L JER A T T
Morphological structure Cobboldia elephantis Gyrostigma rhinocerontis Gaster ophilus pecorum
&K (mm) Length (mm) 1.9-2.1 1.4-1.6 0.9-1.1
H 8 SMINAFAE R H 4 =) = =
. . = =) =)

Two pairs of accessory mouthhooks on the outside ¥ No No

of the mouthhooks es

(AR I = 2 £
Exist sword-shaped labrum No Yes Yes
ERVRESR N # i £
A posterior spiracular that protrude from the body No Yes Yes
HUPAR A S A7 T 2 i i
Spines on the end of body Yes No No
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