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Advancesin research on Wolbachia-mediated
thermal preferencesin insects
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Abstract Symbiotic relationships between insects and their symbionts are profoundly influenced by fluctuations in ambient
temperature. Conversely, symbionts can undergo rapid adaptive evolution to modulate host responses to thermal stress.
Wolbachia, one of the most prevalent intracellular symbionts in insects, plays a pivotal role in shaping host physiology,
ecology, and evolution. Emerging evidence has shown that infection can modify the thermal preferences of insect hosts,
causing them to avoid microhabitats with ambient temperatures deleterious to Wblbachia. This review synthesizes current
knowledge of the impact of thermal stress on insect-Wolbachia symbiosis, with a focus on Wolbachia’s role in regulating host
thermal preferences, the underlying molecular and behavioral mechanisms underlying this regulation, and its broader
ecological consequences. These insights deepen our understanding of rapid, behavioral adaptation in host-symbiont systems
during global climate change and increasing temperature extremes, and offer a theoretical foundation for the application of
Wolbachia in insect pest management.
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1998; 7 L4545, 2014) . HHr, Wolbachia J&
— MR R SR B, T A T4 66% Y B H
YFhrh (Hilgenboecker et al., 2008) , fiEfgiE
2R AN B LR, IMEAE B L R
b A HESE R fE R WA FE( Adams et al., 2021 ;
FBART4E, 2022; Hochstrasser, 2023 ) , Jf#¢
W1 E09AT R AR RS S E( Werren et al.,
2008; Biand Wang, 2020; Kaur etal., 2021;
Porter and Sullivan, 2023 ) .

5 Wolbachia i) A 5¢ 2 X PR3 L EE ¢
SRR, W U B b AE 23 B 2] Wolbachia
TEAE RPN 1G58 AN ALk, E U AR R
guimkesEtt, R FEEAE LRI (Corbin
et al., 2017) . SR, HAE T 18 FHNA,
Wolbachia J& A 21 B AT 8 e Y EAL R, o fi
TE IR B2 TR Z1 8 2 i PR v LA R 138 0 g
et bR e [0 I8 18 AR B ST A RO, DA
AR R R EYE (Renoz et al., 2019;
Serbus et al., 2020) . LK, KREWNTR AR
Wolbachia BEWS 50 15 32 O R 19 ke, H:
RIAE RN AE AN [F) 1 o 28 5 TR R B) A7 A 2 2
5 (Truitt et al., 2018; Hague et al., 2020) .
Wolbachia X} B #1532 93 - PR 45, vl g
& ARG R RRTR NG, W R e 3
PR U S R T R, 5 B FEAE TR B ok kA A
RERMMNE (Hague etal., 2020) , ARICZEAR T
TR Wria X} 5 Wolbachia 242 2 R AT 5200,
45 i#) 7 Wolbachia 7£ 147 i 3 B HUR B A7 AT
b Eg e L WETELE S AR AR S, R
TR GBI AR K L TT 1] o LR B TR
IRA TS AT = T BRI TR
I PRAR , #5571 Wolbachia 7E1E45 15 34T R LAY
Tk B2 i ) A A M SRS, i Rl Wolbachia
I T B 3 AR B A AR AR

1 BEXERE Wolbachia #4%
E:f- A

T W i S R e B RS A B ) EAE R
% (Vidal et al., 2021; Hague et al., 2022) ,

XTI AE R &, HPABURAE R R 1E 1
“BwE BT 22 #E ( Achilles’ Heel ) 7, fnif i)
AL E T Buchnera BRI T 78 AV #4440 ( Zhang
etal., 2019) . Wolbachia ff L7 () vk g e
W, H 51 AR G R AR B TR B A Bk
P, X —IEOAERME, B, RE, SR
FRESHL (i) FP/58IIESE (Shan et al., 2014;
Gruntenko et al.,2017;Ross etal.,2017;Juetal.,
2020; Zhuetal., 2021) . HG, BEMASE
i Wol bachia 75 15 =4 A 44 58 K AEFPFE P 119
ELEHERCR, Bilan, misab s W AR UR
#s Tribolium confusum, % K {5 Aedes aegypti
FIH 4% A @ Diaphorina citri 45 [ & 4 (1%
Wolbachia ji% % ( Ulrich et al., 2016; Hussain
et al., 2017; Gharabigloozare and Bleidorn, 2022 );
e i AL PSR R g s, HAR Y Wolbachia
wMel Fl wMelPop-CLA #k R A REE UL HE( Ross
etal.,2017 ), {IiR[AIFE S PR SR Drosophila
melanogaster 1N wMel ¥k 2 1Y i =F B AL 1%
KK (Hague etal., 2022) . REHHEHT, £
Filt Wolbachia 4 £ % e 2 A Rk, i G i b
TE AT A2 AR . R, TR EE A Wolbachia 175
T EAEYFRAEE B, mEESS T
Wolbachia i#5 5 E.FF T Ostrinia scapulalis i 5%
A ( Sakamoto et al., 2008) , JFf-5nmz gk
ZL % Habrobracon hebetor fi) i Jii ASAH 255800
( Nasehi et al., 2022) . Z& I, IR 5@
¥ Wolbachia Y34 5E | B B AL RERBCR LA 48
W e | HET R0 L L5 Wolbachia $t4E X &
AR M o TS o 2 i %)t 36 8 B e - 21 I
%, {45 Wolbachia R R 225 . i B, M
SR E BB L R LA K a8 RS e ) S ( A%
FBAFE, 2022)

T 0T B i b, B - AR R R S v b
ZIEHIE N KW ( Fares et al., 2004; PALTAH4EE,
2016; Fergusonetal., 2024 ) . fEMWT4EH)
SR b, AR S 5 3R R O
SR YR IR AT, 520 T 326 AR 3
fitf1 (Zhu etal., 2021; Hague et al., 2022; Ling
etal., 2024) . fil4n, Bf HIRHILA T Serratia
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1833 54 7 Buchnera JE il H M) DNA 4
BB R4, BEARAI P AL AR TR BE R 20 1y 5874 A
Wi, R PUNE TN ibpA B SERL
R, P AN 2R actin ARPERAE, dEmfE
PEIF AR HGE M (Ling et al., 2024) ;
TERJE i Tetranychus truncatus H', Wolbachia
WTtr 383 28 1 R R (Hsps) 93k
B, P E R (Zhuetal., 2021) .
TER AR ZS A2 b, AR o B s A
PRACTH SO RE BT R, I8 1 3200 I B Fpir e 1
i)y ( Hague etal., 2020; Zhuetal., 2024b) .
1 Wol bachi a Jgk YL 18 5 27 1 2 H i A1 PR I SR i B
B 5ok &P A (Karpova et al., 2023;
Kryukova et al., 2023) , WTERM1E 3R 1Y
IR EETHSZ6E /7 [RIAT, Wolbachia AJ i i & i 4k
AR ML R S a2 T S AR e hi %
BRI A ( Ju et al.,2020; Zhu et al., 2024b ),
bRtz 4k, dr ST & 3 Wolbachia J&& 4L 1895 B2
PR A, XA CIRAR K E T IR
FeWs, G| S s RS e R IX, ikt
A TR IAER , R YERE LA AR Tk e et &
A2 B BRI X (Truitt et al., 2018; Hague
etal., 2020) .

2 Wolbachia Xt 18 ¥ B E R F I
BEERAREBEISH

H i 5 T+ Wolbachia i 2 15 3= 1 B fi 45 1) AR

gy BB R | BETE M S b SRR Y
(£ 1) . 7EIR M Drosophila simulans,
Drosophila sechellia, Drosophila teissieri, #JE
AL o (g ) b, B2 Wolbachia £ & wRi .
wHa. wSh. wTei. WMau. WTtr A915 1 i1
JE T AR BGME (P <0.05) , fRdfiE
ALIEFITE 0.50-2.26 °C , # B Wolbachia &%
A A g S AR ST IR R (3R 1) 5 M,
Drosophila mauritana /i&&%¢ B 2EEEFE R wMau Ay
AR G AR X S R (Hague etal., 2020)
HEMA7LE Wolbachia bk 2 518 ERemtE HAE, A
BRI, MU RSB, Truitt 5§
(2018 ) 5 Arnold 4% (2019 ) & & Y: wMelCS
K wMelPop B A% B9 A A ) T30 B, 1M
Hague %5 (2020 ) #F583R IR G wMelCS LT
AR G A e L, X PR 25 R g S A R
A, FERGEBIHEME Liriomyza huidobrensis
=R FREE, B WLhui B9 AR B e - L R
JEPAEAKZ) 0.90 °C |, HPIE Z [RGB
Z5 (P>0.05) , ARESMEFNMMEAZERER
X (Zhuetal., 2024a) . ZE440HT, Wolbachia
AP A IR I A ) R TSR B RT RE S A RN
Wolbachia ¥k & 51 BRAHC, XM GRAE T
STz fetE, HEAAIEYE (Truitt et al.,
2018; Arnold etal., 2019; Hague etal., 2020;
Zhuetal., 2021) .

Wolbachia 1755 14 1 3 ifik B fi 4722 16 T REAR
1A E- AR EAE AT AEN (Lewis

%& 1 Wolbachia Ji#z B BB E IR FIT ARG
Tablel Reported casesof Wolbachia-mediated host thermal preference

Wolbachia B £

i EfmbFEE (°C)

Temperature preference (Tp) (°C)

i k) zsky 2L

0s Wolbachia strain TP wolbachia TP wolbachia ATp Significant eference

(group) Tp Wolbachia-infected TP Wblbachia-uninfected difference
level
REEBOMALC AT ) Wihui (A %FF) 19.30 202 -0 w  Z & dl,
Liriomyza huidobrensis wLhui (A group) 2024a
(Yunnan population)
T'ﬁ?%ﬁfi%ﬂ%( %ﬁggﬁﬁ) wLhui (A;’éﬁ¥) 19.70 19.60 0.10 ns Zhu et al.,
2024a

Liriomyza huidobrensis
(Xinjiang population)

wLhui (A group)
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43k 1 (Table 1 continued)

Wolbachia &£

i EfEFIREE (°C)
Temperature preference (Tp) (°C)

f}; ( ?éﬁf ) , 225K R ?1@(
0s Wolbachia strain TP wolbachia TP wibachia ATp Significant eference
(group) Tp woibachiavinfected TP Wolbachia-uninfected difference
level
I 0T W ( Wolbachia wTtr ( B 287 ) 20.21 22.47 226 P<0.05 Zhu et al,
IR ) WTtr (B group) 2021
Tetranychus  truncatus
(Wolbachia-infected
population)
B IE -8 ( Wolbachia- wTtr ( B 258 ) 20.74 22.47 -173 P<0.05 Zhu et al,
Spiroplasma yeFifE)  wTtr (B group) 2021
Tetranychus  truncatus
(Wolbachia-Spiroplasma
co-infected population)
EE A WRi (A KBE) 21.72 23.12 -1.40 P<0.05 Hagueetal,
Drosophila simulans WRi (A group) 2020
YN wHa (A Z58) 23.56 24.89 -130 P<0.05 Hagueetal,
Drosophila simulans wHa (A group) 2020
Drosophila sechellia wSh (A KEf) 23.32 23.98 -0.66 P<0.05 Hagueetal.,
wSh (A group) 2020
Drosophila teissieri wTei (A KEE) 22.70 23.70 -1.00 P<0.01 Hagueetal.,
wTei (A group) 2020
Drosophila mauritana WMau ( B Z58E) 21.15 19.67 1.48 P<0.01 Hague et al.,
wMau (B group) 2020
TR Ry WMelCS (A J$f) - - - 0.50 ns Hague et al.,
Drosophila melanogaster  WMelCS (A group) 2020
B L wMel (A 25#%) - - - 0.50 ns Hague et al.,
Drosophila melanogaster  wMel (A group) 2020
Drosophila yakuba wYak (A Z58f) - - - 0.50 ns Hague et al.,
wYak (A group) 2020
B B wMel ( &%) 23.20 24.40 -120 P<0.05 Truitt et al.,
Drosophila melanogaster  wMel (unknown) 2018
R R WMelCS ( £41) 20.40 24.40 -4.00 P<0.05 Truitt et al.,
Drosophila melanogaster  wMelCS (unknown) 2018
B B wMelPop ( A401) 20.50 24.40 -390 P<0.05 Truitt et al.,,
Drosophila melanogaster - wMelPop (unknown) 2018
L B wMelCS ( K1) 25.06 25.78 -0.72 P<0.05 2A(§n(9)1d etal,
1

Drosophila melanogaster

wMelCS (unknown)

ATp = TP wolbachia = — TP wolbachia 3 ns: JCRFEIEZE S
ATp = Tp Wolbachia-infected — Tp Wolbachia-uninfecteds 1S: No Significant difference.

and Lizé, 2015; Truitt etal., 2018; Hague et al.,
2021) . #Rif, HAETXT Wolbachia 845 . HUR
FEARGEFAT A IR A
T A B MR O R R T 3 U R e

NE==3
B,

FeA 14N Wolbachia

7ok —J5i, 2R H Wolbachia 4375 T16 &
B MiER e i1 ( Strunov and Kiseleva, 2016)
H KL% Wolbachia & K 20 A7 78 5¢ 2 1Y T4SS 43
W A% ( Carpinone et al., 2018; Sinha et al.,
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2019) , Wolbachia "] figifiif T4SS 43 R G4
BN i % B s A An i, sSolad -l
7 (2T, 2024) , FnfE ERSAT O
B, AR ERE SRR T S — T,
Wolbachia 22078 i T 40 sl AR, 18
F= B AR PR AR AT BB ] 42 9K 3l H: ) B 1) I R e 4
170, LR IE A e s P AR B2 ( Zhu et al.
2024b) . K Wolbachia ¥ LIS SR, HIIRE
RKBIZIR ., AR, SR . JER 4
K R i S R T B, B L4 AL B 1
TR

3 Wolbachia #1588 E R IFRY

31 HEXRER

Wolbachia 15 3 ifit 8 fi - 14 1) 18425 38 - D
] T X0 i A AR A A 5 ) ( Corbin et al.,
2017; Lemoine etal., 2020) , W5 | 505 F ik
PR R T LA R UE IRIX, T I PRI 50
XPFAAE TN S , 2 B AR A A T e
ERPRYIETE, W&y Wolbachia wRi, wHa,
WSh ., WTei #k 2 (1SR M8 i dF B i 3 B X, #AIG
AR BE A5 T Wolbachia i i Fa x2( Hague et al.,
2020 ) , PRAIE 7 AR FEARE AR E I B
185 (Corbin et al., 2017) ; Itoh, X F1E £
T, HT Wolbachia Beds A (i i A X AR
PR (£ 1), AREAEIES 11 EWE AR
R, EReERI1E FAAERIFLE K 4 (Arnold
et al., 2019) , #FEfifE oF 3 AR W AL R HL
( Hague et al., 2020) . Kt, Wolbachia 415
P A 5 B AT R AT R e 3 S 2R A iR
()AL B — P A B e o SR, B IR 1 3L
HERE A R eI (K1) .

32 ERMBENSH. FRNRR

U B e B LA L Ak S R R i G AR
EHRTF2Z— (Ma et al., 2021; Lahondére and
Bonizzoni, 2022) ., Wolbachia X} 15 3= i & i 1
PRI, BRIE EREASER T dudE TR iy

X IRPEE N /7 (Truitt et al., 2018) , Mifiek
15 ER LB el (Hague etal., 2022) o
Bian, e wMel [ R SR AMA, 78 S 46 H
DX A BE 5K B R AR IR A R 2 A
(Kriesner etal., 2016) . ItAh, 785 AR mR
JEMHA T, Wolbachia /-3 AR EEA T £ £ 55 Bh
T FHURER EE A, R 1E R A AR (Hague
etal., 2022) , 7E—&ERESE BAEIEE A0S B TR
4t (Lemoine et al., 2020 ) . Kk, XFpiEE
LRI 5% T 18 E7EBE SRR h i AL 3,
s, AT BE HE Bl B RO A X BRE PR S AR R
(Lemoine etal., 2020) (K1) .

3.3 EHPHE

ITAFE2K, Wolbachia 7673 HU B iR 4085 | L 1T
]2 TE, FT Wolbachia A Y B 7 G 50
I E RN S (Hoffmann et al., 2015;
F s AIi#E, 2017; Ross et al., 2019) ., %
FeARFE T RIBIREL N T %% Wolbachia 1R
H, R CFREERRE” B PR RS,
P il 25 o BH T SRR A% B R B 5 Al
(Gong et al., 2023) , HAETCIEW T FIAT KAl
S T RO E LBy v rh HRAS B 25 E g ( Bian
etal., 2013; Zheng et al., 2019; Gong et al.,
2020) . #RIMi, H:T Wolbachia i3 g1 144 AR
(IR o/ 48 SRS ) T I ek e
ASFIEL B AT BE 520 Wolbachia i7s 5 it 26 8 Kt A=
KFR, FEBGENR . HIL, ER 220 HRRE
JEZAMET, F Ht5 Wolbachia $t4: 56 £ i FR E 4E
R 2 ORUE B 45 A S G EE I R 2 — (tis
etal., 2022) . Wolbachia %15 3= 15 B I i 1 &
AT, SR AR R 2R T B R e v, 4
R BE RN (B 1) .

4 RRE

R AR W =T, B#-
Wolbachia A4 D EfA ( Holobiont ) fY i 38 [
PEBFSE iR 14 98 8% ( Zheng et al., 2023 ), Wolbachia
I 01 IR B LEA TR, AR R R IR B
B , IR L A B e A A S
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Wolbachiac i1 B IR BE T

Wolbachia-mediated thermal preference in insects

i 1 G| = T

Mode 1 Mode I Mode I
# ' . 4
& SN ¢ - P &) S . oy

Wolbachia ™A HTFEXHEIR
Wolbachia-infected individuals
prefer relatively lower temperatures

WolbachiaXt B BUR BRI ToF I
Wolbachia exerts no influence on the
thermal preference of insects

e
\
\
\
BN

v

Wolbachia ™MAARHFHXT E IR
Wolbachia-infected individuals
prefer relatively higher temperatures

__ _y TRl ARXHEG IR ® wolbachia
Preferred choice Relatively low temperature
_______ ] ety £ AR5 I <3y B Insects

Non-preferred choice

A
and
v

Relatively high temperature

4
»
-«

_ v /,/ . H '\‘ < " P g P
___,"\___ ® v - ! \ l,'
- > ‘ \;/ \ * ) N \ < g o ,/I
. : )
B W -WolbachiattH: 43 %E EKJ ﬁiﬁ S ﬁg&ﬁ%ﬁ Wolbachia¥i RB¥E2E R
Insect-Wolbachia symbiotic Distribution, expansion and Wolbachia-based technology
maintenance outbreak of pest for pest control

B 1 FH4E WolbachiaifizR

BERFITARESFEREX

Fig. 1 Thermal preference mediated by Wolbachia and its ecological implicationsin insects

B HA B AR T R BT %
NN

55—, Wolbachia X & HURLEE (s - A0 o 4 2
A PR AT IS 2 IS | B
AR R A () 25, HALKER 325
BEMAR, ARTFEHNTEZHRERYME
Wolbachia #k & , TR AFRSE H 28 FI o Wolbachia

X T 0 A ) 2

%5, Wolbachia j& 75 5 HAAE PR 4
Pt BRI Rt 7 Wolbachia 2177 £ B LA
WL A, 5 322 RS 38 10 5
4+, Wolbachia B&YL ] BERZ M 1 32 I T YIRS
M AL, S BUR G 5 AR &G Wolbachia 1
MR EE R (Audsley et al., 2018;
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Brinker et al., 2019; Duan et al., 2020 ) ; J4k,
¥ 25 /3 H1 2¢ BH Wol bachia 5 H A i3 A A7 4F B 3%
A (Duan et al., 2025) . Kk, BAEHFSE
ANBESE 4 HER: Wolbachia 5 HoAt i3 A= 4 bib [ 9 42
T R IR R R v BB, RO TR B E Y
UEHEHE— 2D BRIk

%5 =, Wolbachia X 5 5L (s -1 1) 4
BLHI? Wolbachia ¥4 1 3 WL EE (i 41 32 AU i
Al fE 575 2% . Wolbachia #% % . T K 4H 2
I A BEAHDC, AN[FBEFE R SElH Wolbachia 55
#2220 R IR AR M (Truitt et al., 2018;
Hague et al., 2020 ). b4k, A Af#HT Wolbachia
WA B HORLEE IR -1 14 43 FHLs] , Wolbachia i
P08 R B AT R RO PR | 1 S AR B
YE 7 A RE 240

50U, Wolbachia #1415 = 15 & W 447 R X
FET Wolbachia F A B 45 35 HU A = FRYE?
1 5 Wolbachia F:iE (LA, X FhiE$aEAEH
& Wolbachia 11 3 i B Ak, 42 3230 vy 3
SRR s AU 7 — s, B U R 1
R ILZ (Renoz et al., 2019; Serbus et al., 2020 ),
Wolbachia /5 14 1 3= i B3 o 11 32 544
WA AR AR E A Z K ISk, Wolbachia
R TE EREE IR AT R, T e 3
T BE A8 T B LA IR, B U 1) U
i, TSGR, ATRES PR Wolbachia 4K
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