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The value of vasiform orifice morphology in the taxonomy and
phylogeny of whiteflies (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae)
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LIU Jia-Lei  BAI Run-E FENG Xiao-Qing LI Jia-Guo YAN Feng-Ming
(College of Plant Protection, Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract [Aim] To elucidate the taxonomic and phylogenetic value of vasiform orifice morphology in the Aleyrodidae.
[Methods] A total of 36 species representing 22 genera and 2 subfamilies, collected from various regions across China, were
examined. The morphology and ultrastructure of the vasiform orifice were documented using digital super-depth-of-field
microscopy and scanning electron microscopy (SEM). Concurrently, the sequences of 13 protein-coding genes and 2 ribosomal
RNA genes from the mitochondrial genome were analyzed to systematically explore the morphological diversity of the
vasiform orifice and the consistency of this with phylogenetic relationships. [Results] Although its core morphological
features remain highly conserved within genera and species, significant morphological differentiation of the vasiform orifice
was apparent at the subfamily, tribal, and generic levels. The structure of the vasiform orifice is homologous and stable in 1st
to 4th instar nymphs, rendering it a reliable characteristic for the accurate identification of immature whiteflies. Furthermore,
clustering results based on vasiform orifice morphology are largely congruent with the topological structure of the molecular
phylogenetic tree constructed using mitochondrial genomic data, indicating that this character carries a robust and stable
phylogenetic signal and qualifies as a typical phylogenetically conservative trait. [Conclusion] The vasiform orifice is a key,
diagnostic, morphological character for species identification and phylogenetic reconstruction in the Aleyrodidae. Our findings
provide novel perspectives and technical approaches for taxonomic revision, accurate identification of different instars, and
further investigation into the adaptive evolutionary mechanisms of morphological traits, in whiteflies.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of morphological characters in puparia (A) and vasiform orifice (B) of whiteflies
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AW B AR B A E# TR 2024-2025
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(ERET . BRI RE (£ 1), IRF TR
M R 2z A A A S g % . R U LA mU R
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Table 1 List of whitefly specimen information

KA H
ARk Wkh AE RAEH (4E-H-H) RN
Subfamily Species Host plant Locality Collection date Collector
(year-month-day)
AR EER R E A R AR L 2024-02-07 Xl
Aleurodicinae  Aleurodicus dispersus Hibiscus syriacus Wuzhishan,
Hainan
oK A Ly L AR PR AN 2025-05-09 x4
Paraleyrodes minei Morinda citrifolia Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan
R L FEE AR 20240717 HIHER
Palaealeurodicus Archidendron clypearia Ledong, Hainan
machili
oy B AR ARy E Fii T g KR 2025-03-21 Xl
Aleyrodinae Aleurocanthus spiniferus Camphora officinarum  Zhengzhou,
Henan
HRSeRR y E LIRSS S TERUR A 2025-07-31 x4
Aleuroclava aporosae Diplospora dubia Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan
PR R 3 L s 3 St S 2024-07-28 4
Aleuroclava ficicola Achyranthes aspera Jianhe, Guizhou
VA ST A3 2L awiil S ST 2024-07-28  \fE#%

Aleuroclava guyavae Vitex negundo

var. cannabifolia

Jianhe, Guizhou
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£53% 1 (Table 1 continued)
KA H 1
TR WFh aE KA (4E-H-H) FAEN
Subfamily Species Host plant Locality Collection date Collector
(year-month-day)
oy B AR B R Ay L PN i 1 S R e 2024-07-11 X
Aleyrodinae Aleuroclava indicus Ficus auriculata Yinggeling,
Hainan
HPt PR by L EE FANI e 2024-07-27 X
Aleuroclava melastomae  yylaniq liliiflora Shangrao,
Jiangxi
IR IR T F T i KR 2025-09-29 X
Aleuroclava meliosmae ~ Camphora officinarum  Zhengzhou,
Henan
Ll e AR LRl jE3Eaf= AN 2024-07-14 XL
Aleuroclava murrayae Ardisia quinquegona Changjiang,
Hainan
AR By AL KEHE JUARERK 2022-07-06 XA
Aleuroclava psidii Cinnamomum japonicum Shaoguan, T i
Guangdong
I o M4 BRpi % 2024-06-20 X |
Aleuroclava aucubae Kerria japonica Yangling, X
Shaanxi
fa i oy ml {832 nHER 2024-08-08 X
Aleurothrixus floccosus ~ Duranta repens Yuxi, Yunnan
FA A Kl R = 2025-02-27 IR
Aleurotrachelus anonae  Ligustrum obtusifolium  Sanya, Hainan XEE:
Ry RAEFE T ZF P LR 2025-05-09 X
Aleurolobus marlatti Lagerstroemia speciosa Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan
PH R E 44 ol ] S X 2024-07-31 X
Apobemisia sp. Broussonetia papyrifera Zunyi, Guizhou
SARAERD B 7 = F YRR 2025-05-25 X
Aleyrodes lonicerae Duranta repens Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan
&8 /NS E JKFE Oryza sativa 7R 2022-09-02 )
Bemisia formosana Guangdong
YRR L WG Citrus reticulata  WLEE 2% 2025-07-15 P91 1k
Bemisia giffardi Jiaxing,
Zhejiang
FEA /M L WIS LA 1] i KR 2024-06-06 pULEE
Bemisia spiraeae Spiraea japonica Zhengzhou,
Henan
L 25y # T =1 2025-01-10 SRE s
Bemisia breyniae Styphnolobium Sanya, Hainan
Jjaponicum
o FRAE g —IF 2025-02-26 =R |
Bemisia tabaci Gossypium hirsutum Sanya, Hainan pULES
P by R E 4 R - I PE BT ks 2025-06-11 X
Crenidorsum sp. Fangchenggang,

Guangxi
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£53% 1 (Table 1 continued)

KA H
AR} Yy FHE SRAEH (4E-H-H) REN
Subfamily Species Host plant Locality Collection date Collector
(year-month-day)
Ty B R LA B AN EL ] 0] 1 B 2025-04-19 X |
Aleyrodinae Dialeurodes citri Photinia *fraseri Xinmi, Henan X
PRl R AL B FAR A P RURAA 2025-06-02 RRELN
Dialeuropora Mangifera indica Xishuangbanna, F %
decempuncta Yunnan
AR ALY R Ayl RSO 2022-07-10 X
Dialeuropora photiniana Photinia serratifolia Zhengzhou,
Henan
Dialeurolobus sp. AR 3 TR AR M 2024-09-08 XMEE
Chaenomeles Zhengzhou,
cathayensis Henan
EUky EUR E 24 Fh TP/ STV T 2025-06-19 X
Gigaleurodes sp. Helicia formosana Nanning,
Guangxi
E[VEE by L Wt =Y 2023-08-26 XA
Indoaleyrodes laos Morella rubra Kunming, g
Yunnan
FRE PSS Eb M ER 2024-08-08 X
Pealius mori Celtis tetrandra Yuxi, Yunnan
BBy B E 44 il W% ZF P LR 2025-06-04 X
Pealius sp. Artocarpus Xishuangbanna,
heterophyllus Yunnan
OBy EA SE 44 Tk T P QW Uy 2024-07-16 X
Rusostigma sp. Syzygium jambos Jianfengling,
Hainan
A FORy L AR (G F= AN 2024-07-14 X
Singhius hibisci Cratoxylum Changjiang,
cochinchinense Hainan
AT A By L ey i 2013-07-31 F 1 8
Siphoninus phillyreae Punica granatum Shanghai
L= B M L =R 2024-08-12 X
Trialeurodes Clerodendrum Dali, Yunnan
vaporariorum trichotomum

TwMsE (HLmBEoRAw, BA) M.

1.2 EESBHMEHNE

ZHEHB (2015), XIEEE (2023) Fik
YRR B IR B bR As . F VHX-600 8 5t
BieE (R (PE) GRAR) MENHE,
TESRMLRFLEE AT . RSF L B/ MR RS |
SRR . WIRRIEE | SNEREE R bR M
A Ut 3 17 TR LR R i R B S IR R 7
(2023) Jrikfil&rEA, FIH S-3400N 1T 4

1.3 REXZEDW

RGERB T BIE 2 T8 A NCBI
GenBank $(#lE7E (3R 2 ). JEFLbRIER AT
51, {#i F Phylosuite v2.0 ( Zhang et al., 2020 )
AR 13 NEE PSS ( Protein-coding
genes, PCGs) Fll 2 MZB#A RNA (rRNA ) J&
)73, RH MACSE (Ranwez et al., 2018 )
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®2 AHARFAAEAGERERERFFIE GenBank ERXSRBXER

Table 2 GenBank accession numbers and related information of mitochondrial genome sequences used in this study

TR J& WFh 2K (bp) BoRS
Subfamily Genus Species Full length (bp) GenBank accession number
BEA EURH KekoA TUR IFL AT, 15 346 MT576697.1
Aphalaridae Agonoscena Agonoscena pistaciae
K@ B MARTEE AN A L 15 096 PQ167386.1
Triozidae Trioza Trioza erytreae
CER S L) GRS KB 15723 NC005939.1
Aleurodicinae Aleurodicus Aleurodicus dugesii
B EUS 8 44 LK EL 15 060 NC082097.1
Aleurodicus Aleurodicus rugioperculatus
HpraUE K P £ L 18 774 PP727237.1
Paraleyrodes Paraleyrodes minei
WER k) EUR A 15 188 KU761949.1
Aleyrodinae Aleurocanthus Aleurocanthus camelliae
T EUS Berlp AN 15220 NC029155.1
Aleurocanthus Aleurocanthus spiniferus
W EUS RS EL 15388 AYS572538.1
Aleurochiton Aleurochiton aceris
B aUs WA L 14 866 PP883193.1
Aleuroclava Aleuroclava thysanospermi
=M EUR 4 =Ry EL 15021 PQI182674.1
Aleurolobus Aleurolobus taonabae
i By R Fi it 493 L 14910 PQ179550.1
Aleuroplatus Aleuroplatus pectiniferus
¥ aE RN H 1% #5 14 620 PQ041299.1
Aleyrodes Aleyrodes proletella
¥ralUE Fife % B H5 mL 16 687 NC056299.1
Aleyrodes Aleyrodes shizuokensis
/N EUR EIN A 14 968 NC024056.1
Bemisia Bemisia afer
N W — TRyl 15515 KX714967.1
Bemisia Bemisia emiliae
/N IR RS L 14 743 PQ246696.1
Bemisia Bemisia giffardi
N EUR 5 EL 15322 NC006279.1
Bemisia Bemisia tabaci
S K AR SR EE A S 44 R 15 344 OM022100.1
Crenidorsum Crenidorsum sp.
TR EUE iP5 M3 15 427 NC050930.1
Crenidorsum Crenidorsum turpiniae
K AR WEa Ky ml 15958 PQ249634.1
Dialeurodes Dialeurodes citri
KL AR KALB EUR A 44 15173 PQ342006.1
Dialeuropora Dialeuropora sp.
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43R 2 (Table 2 continued)

W J& Yy Fh 21K (bp) Boks
Subfamily Genus Species Full length (bp) GenBank accession number
HEUE R B EUE I REE S AL 14 496 AY572539.1
Aleyrodinae Neomaskellia Neomaskellia andropogonis
FHmaUs T AR Rz B EL 15736 NC060433.1
Pealius Pealius machili
R EUS Z Wy EL 15 654 NC085166.1
Pealius Pealius mori
PUK EUE AR 5 EL 15 080 NC006292.1
Tetraleurodes Tetraleurodes acaciae
W EUE T2 AL 18 414 NC006280.1
Trialeurodes Trialeurodes vaporariorum
KI#HEUS AW L 11773 AY648941.2
Vasdavidius Vasdavidius concursus

Xf PCGs HEATHHTRIT A LA (AR 2 IR 75
TR, DAPREFR B0 T e SE 2 ), R H]
MUSCLE v3.8 ( Edgar, 2004 ) %} rRNA JEK 7
FUHAT RS o LX), Fahilkk Gap Hefl> 50%
AOROR LU R B, K AL B 0 28 ik PR 91
FIE AU 11 754 bp IVEEA AR FE (13 PCGs +
2 rRNAs ),
REGEREW W ETE Galaxy 7341 6
(Price et al., 2024) |1 IQ-TREE {1 H5¢ 1k
( Nguyen et al., 2015; Kalyaanamoorthy et al.,
2017), SrHrit ML T B o XA E AR A
I E ¢ (Ultrafast bootstrap ) B &2 AKX B A
10000 K o #2085 345 59 LM & A iTOL
( Letunic and Bork, 2019) il #Mib 54K,

2 #RESW

21 #MaE “fheF” MRAEESHNE

iy ELRFLEEARIE S A R . MEDE | B
B . =M. OB BHIE . 5K THIE%;
A ILRAL T, TERA BE . KB
B . BRIE . =ML, EEILRSL, S Es
FLIR 1/3-2/3 5 FARGEN F 35 A oA MCARFLZ 1], A
Mgk, ERMTER T, TREEEESRE
B, TRETEARNITE (E2: A-X)

ALK AUV R Aleurodicinae Y 3 4NFh MR L
BRI, CIERNERIE, RimJoshZ), &iR%E
K, il MRALAN , Rm A 2 XHCRITE (& 2:
A-C),

e TR O & ety Nt 1957 o i v L
Aleyrodinae, Z\V R FLEEAR /N 48 56 LA
DG WGEDE | EEDE . —MIE R E; S kIS,
ZRHEE . WL, B IRAL 1/2-2/3 X
TORERM, 2R TN, RinEA 1
XTRIE (2. D-X ), HA B EUR Trialeurodes
MARFL R B HLE , w5 i B LA —F, FIR%E
BE=FAR(E 2:D ). ENEMEUS Indoaleyrodes
MARFL R =8, @& L —F, HAR%ESh
&, MEMRELE AR (K 2: F), HBHals
Aleuroclava FIK E\E Dialeurodes M ARFL.C>FY
FHERE, A JLPEEEANL, HIRE R

(Kl 2: G, 1), ZWEUR Pealius NARFLAL T A
W BN, WBRIE , R 28 Tl i A 2%
(K 2: M, N), Hl#ERE Aleurocanthus FEk;
8\ Aleurotrachelus J& NARFLIEFIE , 357 JLTE
w AL, FORERE (K 2: Q, S). =Mk
B Aleurolobus FI/NG TUS Bemisia IARFLES
— A H=mElE R =AY, EaEEAL,
TORERGR (K 2: V), T/ EUE 55 o8,
TR EE (B2 W),
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2 REREHBAMEMRAFS

Fig.2 Morphology of vasiform orifices in representative whitefly species

A, WEBEM B Aleurodicus dispersus; B. KM E Paraleyrodes minei; C. Palaealeurodicus machilis
D. IREME Trialeurodes vaporariorum; E. SARAEME Aleyrodes lonicerae; F. ENEEMIE\ Indoaleyrodes laos;
G. WM A Dialeurodes citri; H. ¥ fi| KFLKY B Dialeuropora decempuncta; 1. Gigaleurodes sp.; J. HFiE kK
Aleuroclava aucubae; K. BURY BB K E LM Rusostigma sp.; L. ARKAE KB\ Singhius hibisci; M. Z38y B\ Pealius mori;
N. W EUE R EL P Pealius sp.; O. WHEJRRELF Apobemisia sp.; P. AT E KB Siphoninus phillyreae;
Q. BYIME Aleurocanthus spiniferus; R. YT EUBRELF Crenidorsum sp.; S. T 7h B HUM B\ Aleurotrachelus
anonae; T. WG4 EL Aleurothrixus floccosus; U. V15 =M EUS K E & FP Dialeurolobus sp.; V. DK E Aleurolobus
marlatti; W. YR B\ Bemisia tabaci; X. WEZXIEH A Bemisia breyniae.

2.2 WYE O IR L7 R R B TR R SF A

MARALIE S TEJE A ARX R SFRRE o /v BUR
AIILRALE K =T, BN, Rzl
i B BDE 8w O, B A AL —2F;
TORRANEE , (AR LA AR s, 224 AR 5™
IR o WK B Bemisia giffardi MRAFLAGM 2% i 25 44
JE, XTEIZE R EBCRR A (18 3: A-D ), B
oy EUE MARFLI S DI B R, AR A B 5
S EROIE, JUTE SR TR
R 2 B AR AL S A 19 58, (7R U1 ST A2 ey
Aleuroclava guyavae IR KB AT 4

(K 4. A-H),
23 MEERTRLZEHAIRKFLESSE

AN EL Aleurocanthus spiniferus MARFLAY
BN BICRIA EEIE (#l 5: A-D), Rt
B2 w5 LT i R, A XIS AR
AR SRR

V- =Ry EUCR E 44 B Dialeurolobus sp.1)
MARFL 1 B AT , AR BB =M (&
5: B-H), &BrBORKmsZI R, w1 i8S
Z3fL1Y 2/3, B 4 WS REAAL s TRSETE 1R
2 08B EL, Rumdhds, 3 A 4 iR IR
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3 INHYEUE Bemisia AR MR LSS

Fig. 3 Morphology of vasiform orifices of different species in Bemisia

A. 57 /NE Bemisia formosana; B. HEKyE\ Bemisia giffardi;
C. G225/ N B\ Bemisia spiraeae; D. ¥ B\ Bemisia tabaci.

B 4 1EMEE Aleuroclava AEFHILIR AL

Fig. 4 Morphology of vasiform orifices of different species in Aleuroclava

A. REEERYEL Aleuroclava aporosae; B. PEWEENE\ Aleuroclava ficicola;
C. HWHEH B\ Aleuroclava guyavae; D. ENFEMERYE Aleuroclava indicus;
E. B FHER B Adleuroclava melastomae; F. RMBEHM B Aleuroclava meliosmae;
G WWRIREEHE Aleuroclava murrayae; H. TR Bl Aleuroclava psidii.

Wask ¥y @\ Dialeurodes citri MURFLIEABr
BRI (K’ S: I-L), B 14, Hay

H G BOR YA B A5 2 LT e AL
IR R o

Fi i KALH B Dialeuropora photiniana IR
FLINEABTBIERE A BIE (B 5: M-P), 1%
A2 W HORSICERZ], 3 W 4 IR I % B
W AL ESEEANL; TR AEE (K5

N), HM 1IBMER AT 4 810 H51K
1-4 #2 MMPRFLUE S Z5 R iR, 1-3 145 1
m%%m%ﬁ&;%%% s SR I R ]
VR, ARS5 R 8 i, FRE RN . AR
TRENIEMALT , KRGS R A
% ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁ;%4m%%m&ﬂﬁﬁ
SEARAS, FRERRE HPHNE i, RES
ﬁ%%ﬁﬂ%ﬁo
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B 5 4FHE 1-4 $hERMRALES
Fig. 5 Morphology of vasiform orifices in the 1st to 4th instar nymphs of four whitefly species

A-D. PR E 1-4 450 B-H. P8 SR ECRE AR 1-4 i L
L. WGLER AL 1-4 W45 M-P. ARl RALB R 1-4 34500 .
A-D. Aleurocanthus spiniferus 1st-4th instar nymphs; E-H. Dialeurolobus sp. 1st-4th instar nymphs; I-L. Dialeurodes citri
1st-4th instar nymphs; M-P. Dialeuropora photiniana 1st-4th instar nymphs.

24 ETHHNGCERANBARRZRERE

T 27 NP AL R A E I R Rk
B (E 6). IAREUEEL Psylloidea 1 2 4~Fh
ANEE, BrEUEEL Aleyrodoidea A4 A—4~HLFR 43
7, A2 37 H R ( Bootstrap support, BS )24 100%.,
ERELEF N, B EUGERL Aleurodicinae
i FHRER, SHAMAMEULR Aleyrodinae 4
FiAE BAH IR (BS = 100% ).

A A BB AT il — 1 1 S35

(BS =100% ), N#R ik — 243 W RS FA 10
%o 1 (BS = 94% ) @& Trialeurodes
vaporariorum N IR (BS = 93% ), %Ik
ZHPAN TS T 1 H Aleyrodes

proletella 5 Aleyrodes shizuokensis ¥4 {575
100% B9 41 4k, F4r % 2 " Aleuroclava

thysanospermi 5 ( Dialeurodes  citri — +

Dialeuropora sp.) TH533Z (BS =100% ) LA
9% SLIFRBAE—, 31T (BS = 100% )
5 HAR M ECE R R, ]ERSr R 3 N8 S
W37, Neomaskellia andropogonis 5 Vasdavidius
concursus J& ) 70 3£ ( BS = 100% ) 5
( Aleurochiton aceris + Pealius J&%3Z ) H. AIH
REE s Hrh M EUR S Pealius machili 5
Pealius mori #J% ( BS =100% ); WX 1Ib (BS =
100% ) #1, Aleurolobus taonabae 5 Bemisia J&/1
SCH AR IRAE , /NBy EUS N Bemisia emiliae &
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FRR Tree scale: 0.1
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H?%ﬁiﬂ*ﬁmk Aleurocanthus camelliae
100 Ik R\ Aleurocanthus spiniferus
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Fig. 6 Maximum-likelihood phylogenetic tree based on sequences of 13 protein-coding genes
(PCGs) and two rRNA genes from mitochondrial genomes

A. BEFLBEUERL Aleurodicinae; B. H5#)EUiKE Trialeurodini; C. #EUEE Aleyrodini; D. #4) Bl Dialeurodini;
E. Fr ¥ @Eli%E Neomaskellini; F. M Eli%E Aleurochitonini; G. =M #3@li% Aleurolobini;

H. /M E% Bemisini;

I. k&% Aleurocanthini.

O3 FECT RN HAS 5% (Bootstrap support, BS), VL R BS = 60%05 & ;
FRRARREGNL B (B LR R ); ARBEUEEL (Psylloidea ) fERIMEE .

Bootstrap support (BS) values are shown on branches; only nodes with BS = 60% are displayed.

The scale bar indicates the number of substitutions per

Bemisia tabaci JJIHIRF (BS = 100% ), — 7
5 Bemisia afer JCJ§7r 3 (BS =100% ), /55
Bemisia  giffardi BFE—#L (BS = 100% ); .32
IIc (BS = 100% ) H', Aleurocanthus camelliae
5 Aleurocanthus spiniferus ¥ RIHIEFN (BS =
100% ), KWK Y5 ( Crenidorsum turpiniae+
Crenidorsum sp. ) 1 ( Aleuroplatus pectiniferus +
Tetraleurodes acaciae ) FH% (BS =85% ).
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BT R, S ALB R ILR L A i
K, FAREK B MR AL, R E 2 XN,

3

AR S, SHEGERHX 2%, Al

site (or genetic distance). Psylloidea is used as the outgroup.

WEARH S B OTE SRS, 32D 5k T Z Hir B
455 ( Dozier, 1934; David and Dubey, 2008 ),
WBEHOKF I, MRAL . 36 5 AR gE = R0 4G
4 IR 2 I LR A 5 R PR ST, IR ] o34 SRR 3
W, A LR FL AT MRS DX o AN R R ok Bl o [ 6
WA R & A, ARFLARFIE AR —2, [k
FLKTEL . RN AN S5 2 AL Fs bR /N
Wesh o WA IR AT LR LA A R e, w]
VENTGED BRI e S e R, (RIS (1-3 1)
#r RRFL R A TE 4, ATVE R 2 HU RS
K,

AW ARG KT 4585 MAT IR oy Fe itk
REAY G, — LRI TEEER . Neo.
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andropogonis 5 Vas. concursus ¥ R—37, WAE
Z HT W OWF 5 Vasdavidius A B 15 TE
Neomaskellini 7, 3 H 5 Neomaskellia 5B 5575
( Manzari and Quicke, 2006 ). Aleurochiton aceris
5 Pealius B 2 M8 —, Pealius J@H%
David (1990 ) 5 A Bemisini &9, {HIEAHFFE
B, Pealius 5 Bemisini 3 % X R B ik .
Santos-Garcia 45 ( 2020 ), #HE NI A: 4 Portiera
[ 22 S D Ty 91 56 PR e g T 3o Ry mUR RE Y R 4
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WFEE B 45 BAHMLL, SR 1 Andrianto F Kasai( 2023 )
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B TEIRZEAN R, T AE = Ry mUGE H IR 5
B, DR VB BUR IF A = A UG A
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Crenidorsum, VUNyEUR Tetraleurodes FlJw A5y Hl
J& Aleuroplatus B MRFLIIRAIE , FERL, Kim
Tz, w5 R JLPE SR, AR (#
6: 1)
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KRB R G LB G T ], Hrh e )g 70f
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55 M3 53 A DX A5 R - MR RE | Rk 2=
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